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The Graduate School welcomes you to Tennessee State University for the 2011-2012 academic
year. Since dates and deadlines are such a vital part of the school year, and of the graduate
student career in particular, we are pleased to provide this calendar of the most important dates
and deadlines for the next twelve months. Please take careful note of them.

We hope you have an excellent academic year. If we in the Graduate School can assist you,
please contact us during office hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

GRADUATE SCHOOL STAFF
Phone E-Mail

Alex Sekwat, Ph.D., Interim Dean (615) 963-2278 asekwat@tnstate.edu
Deborah Chisom, Director (615) 963-5962 dchisom@tnstate.edu
Lili Cai, Graduate Liaison (Temp) (615) 963-2173 Icai@tnstate.edu
Kurt Naugles, Graduate Assistant (615) 963-5517 knaugles@tnstate.edu
Toshia Smith, Graduate Liaison (615) 963-5967 tsmith77 @tnstate.edu
Ramona Whitworth, Graduate Liaison (615) 963-5988 whitworth@tnstate.edu
Sandy Woodruff, Graduate Liaison (615) 963-1562 swoodruff2@tnstate.edu
Administrative Assistant (615) 963-5901 gradschool@tnstate.edu
FAX (615) 963-5963

The Graduate School
Tennessee State University
Box 9584
3500 John A. Merritt Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37209
gradschool@tnstate.edu
www.tnstate.edu/grad/

This calendar is subject to change at any time prior to or during an academic term
due to emergencies or causes beyond the reasonable control of the institution.
Any correction will be posted on the Graduate School Website.
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR DEGREE CANDIDATES

Graduation in: — | December 2011 | May 2012 August 2012
Applications for Comprehensive Exams (Masters)
Comprehensive Exams: M.P.A. & M.P.H. 11/23/2011 02/22/2012 06/18/2012
Comprehensive Exams: M.Ed./M.S. 11/23/2011 02/22/2012 06/19/2012
Defend Theses or Dissertations 11/04/2011 03/30/2012 07/09/2012
Final electronic submission of Thesis and Dissertation 11/18/2011 04/13/2012 07/23/2012

NON-DEGREE STATUS CHANGE

Those students who have entered the Graduate School as Non-Degree Seeking students and
who intend to become degree seeking in a program must file certain forms with the
Graduate School before completing nine (9) hours. The Graduate Catalog 2011~2013
states: “Credits earned in the non-degree category are not ordinarily requirements for
degrees. If, subsequently, a student classified as non-degree is accepted into a degree
program, the student may by petition, if approved, carry forward not more than nine (9)
semester hours of credit previously earned as a non-degree student.” (p.16). If any Non-
Degree Seeking student desires to change his/her status to Degree-Seeking, he/she must
complete a CHANGE OF PROGRAM OR PERSONNEL form or an Application for
Admission to the Graduate School, submit all required documents such as test scores
required by the program (e.g., the GRE, MAT, etc.), and subsequently be accepted for
admission to the graduate degree program by the Graduate Faculty in that unit, and by the
Graduate School. Students may check their admission status in the Graduate School Office
or with an instructor in whose class they are enrolled (the class roll indicates the admission
status of each student). The non-degree designation on a class roll is “SPG”. Non-degree
students may take up to nine (9) hours pending admission to a degree program.

Tennessee State University: A Tennessee Board of Regents Institution. TSU is an equal
opportunity, affirmative action institution committed to educating a non-racially
identifiable student body. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act,
persons who need assistance with this material may contact the Graduate School at
615-963-5901.

Publication Number: TSU-10-0004(A)-3-110001
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