
Hist 3860, Middle Ages and Renaissance 
Spring 2014, Tuesday-Thursday 9:40-11:05 

 
Elizabeth Dachowski  
edachowski@tnstate.edu  
615-963-5507 

413D Crouch Hall (Grad Bldg)  
Office hours: M-W 1:30-2:45; Tu-Th 8:15-9:30, 
11:15-1:30 

 
Additional materials: http://elearn.tnstate.edu 
Instructor web page:  http://www.tnstate.edu/faculty/edachowski 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
 Wim Blockmans and Peter Hoppenbrouwers, Introduction to Medieval Europe, 300-1550 (London and New 
York: Routledge, 2007). 
 Jean Verdon, Travel in the Middle Ages (Notre Dame, IN:  University of Notre Dame Press, 2003). 

 Paul Halsall, ed. Medieval History Sourcebook  (www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.html).    
 Other on-line resources as noted in the readings.   
      
OTHER RESOURCES (useful for papers and additional background information) 
 JSTOR (electronic database of periodical articles available through TSU Library) 
 Ebsco Host (electronic database of periodical articles available through TSU library) 
 Oxford Reference Books Online Premium (through the eBook page of the TSU library) 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND PREREQUISITES 
 "An intensive study of Western Europe from 500 to 1600. The course focuses on the political, economic, 
social, and cultural developments of the middle ages, the twelfth-century Renaissance, and the Italian and Northern 
Renaissance." (from Tennessee State University, Undergraduate Catalogue 2013-2015, p. 259).  
 Note that there are no prerequisites for this course other than admission to the upper division. In addition to 
History majors, this course may count towards requirements for those pursuing an Interdisciplinary Studies degree 
with a specialization in Social Studies and students looking for upper-level electives. Other interested students are 
welcome in the course as well. 
  
COURSE RATIONALE, GOALS, AND OBJECTIVES 
 Liberal Arts Goals (as outlined in the "Philosophy of General Education," Tennessee State University, 
Undergraduate Catalogue, 2011-2013, pp. 50-51): 
 *Liberal learning (study of the social sciences and humanities) 
 *Literacy (through reading and writing assignments) 
 *A tough-minded rationality (through problems brought up in lectures, readings, and discussions) 
 *Historical Consciousness (through study of a remote time in history) 
 *An appreciation for cultural diversity (through study of the cultural diverse region bordering the Mediterranean 
Sea) 
 *Intellectual integrity (through original research and writing and fair presentation of evidence) 
 *Values (through consideration of how individuals made difficult choices throughout history) 
 History Goals (from the Student Learning Outcomes for History, Tennessee State University, Undergraduate 
Catalogue, 2011-2013, pp. 109-110).  Students should be able to:   
 *recognize the characteristic features of history as an academic discipline; 
 * evaluate claims about the past critically with sensitivity to the importance of historical and cultural contexts; 
 *conduct thorough historical research with recourse to both primary and secondary sources; 
 *advance original historical arguments in well-written essays with appropriate citation of sources; 
 *identify the major periods of the human past and recognize alternative approaches to periodization; 
 *compare patterns of continuity and change in the history of world civilizations; 
 *explain major themes and events in the history of North America and the United States; and 
 *explore the differences and relationships between political, social, economic, and cultural history. 
 Basic Skills:   
 * Reading comprehension (through assigned readings) 
 * Writing (through papers and essay exams) 
 * Note-taking (from readings and lectures) 
 * Evaluating sources of information (lectures, papers, and class discussions) 
 *Locating sources of information (through papers) 
 * Geographical knowledge (exams, readings, and lectures) 



 
LEARNING COMPETENCIES 
 This course will give students competencies relating both to the specific factual and analytical content of 
Ancient History as well as general skills necessary for the study of history and basic reading and writing skills. Upon 
completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 *identify the major geographical features of Europe and surrounding areas which occupied these regions 
(discussions, exams, and papers) 
 *describe the chronological framework for cultural, political, economic, and social developments in  medieval 
Europe (exams and papers) 
 *identify and define the major people, events, technologies, governmental changes, and political ideas of 
medieval Europe (exams and discussions) 
 *list major historical events, actors, cultural developments, economic changes, new technologies, and social 
trends in medieval Europe (exams and papers) 
 *identify and distinguish between different types of historical evidence, including primary sources, secondary 
sources, and derivative surveys (through pre-writing assignments and papers) 
 *correctly use the most important reference tools and search engines in the field of medieval history (pre-
writing assignments and papers) 
 *read and evaluate different historical interpretations (papers, pre-writing assignments, and discussions) 
 *formulate a coherent argument based on primary and secondary sources and historically valid reasoning (pre-
writing assignments and papers) 
 *describe the processes of historical change through "cause and effect" arguments (exams, papers, and 
discussions) 
 *identify, describe, and evaluate historical arguments in textbooks and scholarly works (papers and 
discussions) 
 *write coherent definitions, explanations, and descriptions of historical phenomena (papers and exams) 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 The purpose of class meetings is to discuss primary source documents, supplement the information provided 
in the readings, answer questions about the material, discuss the importance and meaning of historical events, and 
give information on assignments and examinations. In order to benefit fully from the class, you must complete the 
assigned readings before coming to class. Classroom activities will include lectures, discussions, and opportunities for 
you to ask questions about course material. I will plan these activities on the assumption that you have read the 
material. I will hold you responsible for everything that happens in class--whether you are there or not; this 
includes lecture notes, points brought up in discussion, handouts, announcements, tests, and (if necessary) 
changes in schedule.  If you cannot make class for any reason, get the notes from someone who takes good notes, 

and come to my office to go over anything that you do not understand. 
 
 Grading will be as follows: 
  Travel assignment     10% 
  Midterm Exam      15% 
  Final Exam       20%  
  Participation       5% 
  Pre-writing assignments    10%  
  Primary source analysis    15% 
  Research Paper     25% 
        100% 
 
 You will receive detailed instructions for assignments and a study guide for each exam separately. 
   
 Grades will be calculated on a 100-point scale, in which 90-100=A, 80-89=B, etc. The lowest passing grade is 

60 out of 100. In the case of borderline grades, I will take into account attendance and improvement, but this will only 
make a difference if you are right on the border between two grades. Examinations, in-class discussion, and written 
assignments will be structured to develop and measure students’ mastery of the learning competencies listed above. 
Students must demonstrate thorough understanding of historical analytical principles and factual knowledge, as well 
as competence in reading comprehension and written English, to earn an A on an assignment or test. Students 
showing good but partial mastery of these skills may expect a grade of B or C. Students demonstrating poor ability in 
these skills will receive a grade of D. Failure to demonstrate a grasp of the material will result in a grade of F. Points 
will be awarded for each test or assignment based on the grading scale indicated at the beginning of this paragraph. 
Students must complete all assignments for the course. Failure to do so will result of a grade of zero on the 



assignment and a consequent lowering of the student’s average in the course. 
 
 Attendance and participation will depend on active participation.  Students should be prepared to volunteer 

questions, answers, and comments in class, and should not be surprised if called upon to answer specific questions at 
the instructor’s discretion.  Although quizzes on readings will not be a regular part of the course, I will give quizzes 
without prior notice if it becomes apparent that students are not keeping up with the material. 
 Written assignments include a book review, an analysis of a primary source document on ancient history, 
and a final paper on ancient history.  You may rewrite any paper for a higher grade.  Paper rewrites will be due one 

week from the date papers are handed back (whether you are there or not).  No paper rewrites will be accepted after 
the final examination date.  Pre-writing assignments are worth 10% of the final grade.  Note that the written 
assignments make up 50% of the final grade, so they should be taken seriously. 
 
 Grade of X: Tennessee State University requires instructors to award a grade of "X" for students who have not 

been attending class regularly ("excessive absences" is the official term). Once this grade has been awarded, it is 
almost impossible to change it. Guidelines offered by the administration suggest that in a course that meets twice a 
week, three unexcused absences will be considered excessive. Note that if you have officially approved excuses but 
do not alert me in a timely manner, I will assume that the absences are not excused. Barring other information, I look 
at attendance, completion of assignments by deadline, and presence at the midterm exam. Note that the "X" grade 
"carries the same weight as ‘‘F’’" (TSU, Undergraduate Catalog 2005-2007, p. 30), so you should withdraw if you 
cannot attend regularly. 
 Grade of I:  A grade of "incomplete" will be awarded only under extraordinary circumstances (e.g. 

hospitalization) and only with prior agreement on what needs to be made up and by what date. You must have 
completed substantially more than 50% of the course in order to receive a grade of "incomplete." 
 Attendance Policy: TSU regulations require regular attendance in class. Although there is no specific 

percentage of the grade assigned to attendance, the instructor will take roll daily. Students with excessive unexcused 
absences will risk a grade of "X" (see below). Students who have legitimate reasons for missing class (health, military 
service, official University activities, etc.) must let the instructor know as soon as possible, preferably before missing 
class. Students are responsible for finding out for everything that happens in class, whether they are there or not. This 
includes lecture notes, announcements regarding tests and assignments, and returned papers. 
 Deadlines and missed classes:  I will penalize unexcused late papers 3% per day (excluding weekends and 

holidays) up to a maximum of 21% (e.g. a grade of 82 would become a grade of 79 after one day but could fall as low 
as 61 if handed in 2 weeks late).  If late penalties make a passing assignment a failing one, I will award more credit 
than if nothing had been submitted (i.e. zero) but less than a grade of D- (60).  I reserve the right not to accept 
assignments more than one week late, depending on the circumstances.  Make requests for extensions before the 

due date.  Let me know immediately if you must miss a deadline or an exam.  If you hand in a paper after the rewrite 
deadline, you forfeit the chance to rewrite the paper for a higher grade. 
 Academic Honesty: In general, students need to complete their own work fairly, and not try to devalue the 

work of others, either through taking unfair advantage or through sabotaging someone else's work. Penalties include 
failure of the assignment or failure of the course, in accordance with University policies. Consult the student handbook 
for penalties for cheating. The following are especially relevant to this course: 
 1. No copying other students' work on tests or assignments. 
 2. No exact copying from ANY work (books, newspapers, web sites, etc.) without quotation marks (" "). This 
includes even very short quotations. When in doubt, use quotation marks. 
 3.  No summarizing from ANY source without proper citation of your source (footnotes, endnotes, or 
parenthetical references). 
 4. No notes or books during in-class exams (unless specifically permitted by the instructor). 
 5. No attempting to discover examination questions in advance. 
 Classroom etiquette: The purpose of classroom etiquette is to avoid disrupting class or distracting the 

teacher or other students. The following are potentially disruptive and should be avoided: tardiness, leaving early 
(especially if you have to cross in front of the teacher), talking while the teacher or other students are addressing the 
whole class, reading or doing work for another class while class is in session, delivering assignments or private 
messages to the teacher while class is going on (wait for class to end or leave the message in the mailbox in the 
departmental office), use of cell phones (turn off phones before class; if you must be accessible every second of the 
day, please set the phone on vibrate and sit near the door). 
 Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: The Department of History, Political Science, Geography, 

and Africana Studies, in conjunction with the Office of Disabilities Services, makes reasonable accommodations for 
qualified students with medically documented disabilities. If you need an accommodation, please contact TSU's 
Disabled Student Services Office at 963-7400 (phone) or 963-5051 (fax), preferably within the first two weeks of the 
semester or at least a week before the assignment on which you need accommodation. TSU is an AA/EO employer. 



  



Assignment Schedule 

 Primary Source and Quotation/Citation Homework  January 28 
 Database Assignment      February 6 
 Article Review       February 13 
 Primary Source Analysis:       February 20 (Rewrite, March 6) 
 Preliminary Annotated Bibliography    March 21 
 Thesis Statement      March 27 
 Outline and Sample Paragraphs (optional)   April 3 
 Research Paper       April 10 (Rewrite, April 24) 
 Travel assignment (written)     April 29 
 Travel assignment (class presentation)   May 1  
 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND LECTURES 

 

Th Jan 16 Introduction: The sources of Medieval History 

Tu Jan 21 What is the Middle Ages? 
Reading:  Medieval Europe, chapter 1; Travel, Introduction 

Th Jan 23 Roman Heritage 
Reading:  Medieval Europe, chapter 2; http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/sidonius1.html 

Tu Jan 28 Romans on land and sea 
Readings:  Medieval Travel, chapters 1 and 2 

Th Jan 30 
Movement of the Peoples 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 3; Jordanes, "The Battle of Châlons, 451 CE" 
(http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/451jordanes38.asp) 

Tu Feb 4 
Christian Institutions:  From the Pope to the Parish Priest 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 4 (pp. 42-50 only) 

Th Feb 6 
Christian Beliefs and Practices 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 4 (pp. 50-64 only); Bede, History of the English Church and 
People  (http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/bede-book1.html, read chapters 23-34) 

Tu Feb 11 
Islam 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 4 (pp. 64-66 only);  “Accounts of the Arab Conquest of 
Egypt” (http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/642Egypt-conq2.html) 

Th Feb 13 
Early Medieval Society:  Noble and Base, Free and Unfree 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 5 (pp. 69-75 only);  Abbé Irminon, "Polyptyque de 

Villeneuve-St. Georges, c. 800" (http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/800irminon.asp) 

Tu Feb 18 
Early Medieval Economy:  Urban and Rural Enterprises 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 5 (pp. 77-end only);  "Asnapium: An Inventory of One of 

Charlemagne's Estates, c. 800" (http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/800Asnapium.asp) 

Th Feb 20 
Travel in theory and practice 
Readings:  Medieval Travel, chapters 3 and 4 

Tu Feb 25 
From Merovingians to Carolingians 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 6 (pp. 84-90 only); Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, 

book 2, chapters 27-31, 40, and 42-43 (http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/basis/gregory-
hist.asp#book2) 

Th Feb 26 
The Empire of Charlemagne 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 6 (pp. 91-99 only); Einhard, selections from the Life of 

Charlemagne (http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/einhard1.html) 

Tu Mar 4 
Beyond the Carolingians 
Readings: Medieval Europe, chapter 6 (pp. 99-end only); Asser, "Life of Alfred" 

(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/asser.html) 

Th Mar 6 
Medieval Growth Spurt 
Readings:   Medieval Europe, chapter 7; Susan Mosher Stuard, “Ancillary Evidence for the Decline 
of Medieval Slavery,” Past & Present 149 (Nov., 1995): 3-28 (JSTOR) 

Mar 10-16 
Spring Break 

Tu Mar 18 
Mid-term Exam 



Th Mar 20 
Religious Reform  
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 8; Charter of Cluny 

(http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/chart-cluny.asp) 

Tu Mar 25 
Pilgrimage 
Readings:  Medieval Travel, chapter 7; Egeria, "Travelogue" 

(http://www.yale.edu/adhoc/research_resources/liturgy/s_egeria.html) and Margery Kempe, 
"Pilgrimage to Jerusalem" (http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/kempe4.htm) 

Th Mar 27 
Kingdoms and Principalities:  Eastern and Western Franks 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 9 (pp. 153-169 only); Richer, “The Election of Hugh Capet” 

(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/987capet.html) 

Tu Apr 1 
Kingdoms and Principalities:  England and Iberia 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 9 (pp. 170-end only)  

Th Apr 3 
Crusades 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 10 (pp. 186-200 only); Siege and Capture of Jerusalem: 
Collected Accounts (http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/cde-jlem.asp) 

Tu Apr 8 
Commercial Explosion 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 10 (pp. 200-end only); Medieval Travel, chapter 5; “License 

to Venice to Trade with the Saracens” (http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1198popevenz.html) 

Th Apr 10 
Urban Society and Economy 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 11; Margery Kempe, "Her Pride and Attempts to Start a 

Business" (http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/kempe2.htm) 

Tu Apr 15 
Intellectual Life 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 12; Abelard, History of my Misfortunes 

(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/abelard-sel.html) 

Th Apr 17 
Widening World: Opportunities and Consequences 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 13;  Medieval Travel, chapter 8; Michael Platiensis on the 
Plague (http://www.staff.u-szeged.hu/~gnovak/s99mplaguemp.htm) 

Tu Apr 22 
Warfare and State-building 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 14;  Medieval Travel, chapter 6 

Th Apr 24 
Late Medieval Church 
Readings:  Medieval Europe, chapter 15;  William of Hundleby, "The Outrage at Anagni, 1303"  

(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1303anagni.html) 

Tu Apr 29 
Beyond the Known World 
Readings:  Medieval Travel, chapters 10-11; Wonders of the East 
(http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=cotton_ms_vitellius_a_xv_f094r) [look at pictures] 

Th May 1 
Student presentations:  Itineraries 

TBA  
Final exam (official time in university schedule) 

 
  


