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Battle of the Tigers Giving Challenge 
Frequently Asked Questions
What is the Battle of the Tigers Giving Challenge?
The Battle of the Tigers Giving Challenge is a friendly fundraising competition between Tennessee State University and Jackson State University alumni, supporters, and friends. 
The challenge encourages each Tiger community to demonstrate its pride and collective impact through charitable giving.
When does the challenge begin and end?
The challenge begins Saturday, August 22 at 12:00 a.m. CT and concludes at 11:59 p.m. CT on Sunday, August 30.
When will the results be announced?
Final results will be officially announced on Monday, August 31.
Who can participate?
The challenge is open to alumni, faculty, staff, students, parents, friends, and all supporters of Tennessee State University.
[bookmark: _Int_1y5ETxAe]How will the winning university be determined?
Our students are the winners, though our respective leaderboards will track competition in two distinct categories:
· Total Dollars Raised
· Total Number of Donors
Why is donor participation important?
TSU is actively working to increase its alumni giving rate from approximately 3% to double digits. Every alumni gift—regardless of the size of the contribution—directly impacts TSU’s alumni giving rate, national institutional rankings, and eligibility for corporate and foundation grant opportunities.  
Gifts from friends and other donors will contribute to the overall challenge dollar and donor total but not will not count toward the percentage of alumni giving. 
What does my gift support?
Your gift will support key university priorities including student experiences, academic programs and campus infrastructure.  Donors may also choose to designate their gift to a specific program.
Is my gift tax-deductible?
Yes. The Tennessee State University Foundation is a registered 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. Gifts are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law. You will receive an official tax receipt via email or text shortly after completing your transaction.
Is there a minimum gift amount?
No! Every gift count, regardless of the size. Our primary goal is to increase the percentage of alumni giving and other donor participation to demonstrate the power of collective giving.
Will gifts be matched?
Yes! A generous supporter will match gifts dollar-for-dollar up to $10,000. This means your contribution can double its impact while matching funds remain available.
What are the methods available to make my gift?
Gifts made online through the provided QR code and text to give code are the preferred method for gifts to be counted in real-time.  The online platform offers:  credit card (Visa, MasterCard, Discover Card and American Express), PayPal and Apple Pay*.  
*For Apple Pay transactions, please note:
Donors using Apple Pay may see Texas Southern University reflected on their digital receipt or credit card statement instead of Tennessee State University.  However, Tennessee State University WILL receive your gift.  
Depending on your financial institution, this is an external statement-labeling issue with the credit card institution. If this appears on your statement, please contact your credit card company directly to request that the name of the institution (Tennessee State University) information is corrected. 
Can I give more than once?
This is not encouraged, as the goal is to get as many individual donors to make one gift to be counted as a donor for the current fiscal year. The percentage of alumni giving is based on how many individual alumni give - not how many times or how much. 
How can I help beyond making a gift?
Spread the word! After making your gift, invite fellow alumni, family members, colleagues, and friends to join. Share the challenge QR Code and the text to give short code on your social media platforms and mobile contacts.
How do I give by check or mail?
To ensure your gift counts toward the challenge totals before the deadline at 11:59 p.m. CT on August 30, online giving is strongly recommended. If mailing a check, please make it payable to the TSU Foundation with "Battle of the Tigers" in the memo line and mail to: 
TSU Foundation 
3500 John A. Merritt Blvd., Campus Box 9542, Nashville, TN 37209-1561 
Who can I contact if I need assistance or have questions about my gift?
Division of Institutional Advancement
Cassandra Griggs, Executive Director of Fundraising 
cgriggs@tnstate.edu or 615.963-1486 
Jazman Bowles
Advancement Operations Manager 
institutionaladvancement@tnstate.edu or 615.963.5792
