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Social Justice Issue: Tobacco Companies Targeting 
Vulnerable Communities 



Targeted Communities for Tobacco Use
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Tobacco Use Among Youth 

• The last five years have seen 
enormous spikes in youth e-
cigarette use rates.

• In 2019, 27.5% of high school 
students had used e-cigarettes 
in the past month.



Why are E-cigarettes 
Attractive to Youth? 

• Fashionable/Stylish 

• Accessibility

• Advertising 

• Belief that they are safer 
than cigarettes

• Easy to hide from teachers 
and parents



FDA Regulations 

Regulates and 
enforces how 

tobacco products 
are made and sold 

Illegal to sell 
tobacco products 

to those under 
the age of 21

Banned the use of 
flavored 

e-cigarette 
products



Tobacco Use in Tennessee (TN)



TN Tobacco Control Report 

Tennessee’s Grades:

• Funding for State Tobacco Prevention 
Programs – Grade F

• Strength of Smoke-free Workplace Laws -
Grade D

• Level of State Tobacco Taxes - Grade F

• Coverage and Access to Services to Quit 
Tobacco - Grade F

• Minimum Age of Sale for Tobacco 
Products to 21 – Grade F

• The Lung Association encourages 
Tennessee to put in place all the public 
policies called for in “State of Tobacco 
Control.”:
• Updating the legal sales age of 

tobacco products and establishing 
retail licensure, inspections, and 
penalties for violations;

• Establishing a tax on e-cigarettes 
equivalent to the current tax on 
combustible cigarettes; and

• Increasing funding for tobacco 
prevention and control programs.
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Health Effects of Tobacco Use

• E-cigarette or Vaping  
Associated Lung  Injury 
(EVALI)

• Nicotine is  highly addictive, 
can affect developing brain 
in youth

• Cancer

• Heart disease

• Stroke

• Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease (COPD), 
emphysema and bronchitis

• Increases Coronavirus 
severity 





Deaths from Tobacco Use in TN

Adults who die each year 
from their own smoking

Kids now under 18 and alive in 
Tennessee who will ultimately die 

prematurely from smoking 

11,000 125,000



Financial 
Burden of 
Tobacco 
Use

Smoking-Caused Monetary Costs in Tennessee

Annual health care costs in 

Tennessee directly caused 

by smoking

$2.67 billion

Medicaid costs caused by 

smoking in Tennessee

$823.6 million

Residents' state & federal 

tax burden from smoking-

caused government 

expenditures

$974 per household

Smoking-caused 

productivity losses in 

Tennessee

$3.59 billion



Financial Burden of Tobacco Use

• Tennessee received $422 
million (estimated) in revenue 
from tobacco settlement 
payments and taxes in fiscal 
year 2019.

• Of this, the state allocated $0 
in state funds to tobacco 
prevention in fiscal year 2019, 
which is 0% of the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention’s annual spending 
target.
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Tobacco Active Facilities in Davidson County, TN 



Drive Time to Tobacco Active Facilities



Drive Time to Tobacco Active Facilities by Age Group 
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Drive Time to Tobacco Active Facilities by Vulnerable Communities 
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Drive Time to Tobacco Active Facilities by Diversity Index



Conclusions & 
Recommendations



Conclusions

High percent of Active Tobacco Retailers located within 
Davidson County Tennessee

Majority of the vulnerable portion of the community, 
uneducated, low-income, minority and Hispanic resides  
within easy geographic access (less than 3 minutes’ 
drive) to the active tobacco facilities (stores)

High population of  millennial and generation Z age 
group located within 0-3 minutes driving time to 
tobacco active facilities.

The high diversity  reveals that the active tobacco 
facilities (stores) are located within an easy 
geographically accusable (less than 3 minutes’ drive) 
location to the most diversified communities. 



Recommendations

• Limit  proximity of retailers  to 
schools by geographic area

• Limit proximity of retailers to 
retailers to decrease overall density

• Enact and enforce policy 
restrictions to prevent new retailers 
from opening within a 1,000 feet of 
vulnerable communities.

• Establish a tax on e-cigarettes 

• Increase e-cigarette cessation 
programs for youth 
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