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PARTICIPANT LIST

Leah Alexander, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Meharry Medical College

Email: lalexander@mmc.edu
Telephone: (615) 327-5839

Current primary research endeavors:
Area(s) to further research:

Anita Austin, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Meharry Medical College

Email: aaustin@mmec.edu
Telephone: (615) 327-6418

Current primary research endeavors:
Area(s) to further research:

John Barfield

Director, Engagement and Visibility
Tennessee State University

Email: jbarfield@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-2291

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Health Disparities HIV
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

Using several innovative techniques to enhance comprehension
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

Centers
Social Science Research; Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research; and Economic Science Research
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Brenda Batts

Director, Clinical Education, Cardio-Respiratory Science

Tennessee State University
Email: bbatts1@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-1240
Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Deborah Bellamy

Adult Student Retention Coordinator
Tennessee State University

Email: dbellamy@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-7365

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Ghan Bhatt, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

Tennessee State University

Email: gbhatt@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 712-6572

Current primary research endeavors:
Area(s) to further research:

Orville Bignall, Ph.D.

Assoc. Prof. of Physics

Tennessee State University

Email: obignall@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5021

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Jewell Brazelton, Ph.D.

Professor, Behavioral Studies
American Baptist College

Email: jbrazelton@abcnash.edu
Telephone: (773) 301-3913

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Currently interested in development interactive class-room
teaching models for cardio-respiratory therapy program students
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

Assisted with the writing for TSU to become a "Certified Vets
Campus, and a grant for redesigning some general education
courses to be aimed for adult students

Social Science Research; and Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research

Data compression, compressed sensing
Social Science Research; and Economic Science Research

Radon in water, radon in well water, risk calculations, water
quality, radioactivity, Rad7
Social Science Research

African American Women, Child Sexual Abuse, Domestic
Violence, Homelessness, and Trauma

Social Science Research; and Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research
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Valerie Brock

Assistant Professor
Tennessee State University
Email: vbrock@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-7429

Celeste Brown, Ed.D.

Coordinator

Tennessee State University

Email: clindseyOl@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 364-8375

Current primary research endeavors:
Area(s) to further research:

Leigh Ann Bynum, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Belmont University

Email: leighann.bynum@belmont.edu
Telephone: (615) 460-6587

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Carol Campbell

Assistant Professor, Nursing
Tennessee State University

Email: ccampbell6@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 476-1015

Current primary research endeavors:
Area(s) to further research:

Reginald Cannon
Electronic Records Manager
Tennessee State University
Email: rcannon@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 277-1606
Area(s) to further research:

Eckton Chinyanga

Graduate Assistant

Tennessee State University

Email: el.chinyanga@yahoo.com
Telephone: (615) 810-6451

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Learning Sciences, Education, ECED, K-12 STEM
Social Science Research; Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research; and Economic Science Research

Student perceptions of HIV/AIDS related issues and workplace
citizenship behaviors
Social Science Research

Barriers to effective Leadership in Nursing Academics
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

Multicultural education, Economic development in African
countries
Social Science Research; and Economic Science Research
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Lesia Crumpton-Young, Ph.D.

Vice President, Research and Sponsored Programs

Tennessee State University
Email: dryoung@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-7644

David Danner, J.D.

Grants and Contracts Specialist
Tennessee State University

Email: ddanner@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-2934

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Phyllis Danner

Director

Tennessee State University

Email: pdanner@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-1621

Green Ekadi, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Meharry Medical College

Email: gekadi@mmc.edu
Telephone: (615) 327-5516

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Shabnam Etemadi

Graduate Student & Assistant
Tennessee State University

Email: shabnam.etemadi@gmail.com
Telephone: (615) 596-4921

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Chunxing Fan, Ph.D.

Department Chair

Tennessee State University

Email: cxfan000@gmail.com
Telephone: (615) 692-1861

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Research Administration. Contracts. Compliance.
Commercialization. Teaching

Social Science Research; Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research; and Economic Science Research

Health Disparities with emphasis on small area analysis (focus on
county and zip code geographies)
Social Science Research; and Economic Science Research

Grant work with Dr. Lesia Crumpton-Young on SEaRCH, BD,
ADVANCE, EHR, and Mentoring practices.
Social Science Research

| have published articles in various refereed journals. | am an
Area Editor of Annals of Management Science.
Social Science Research; and Economic Science Research
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Chris Farrell, Ph.D.

Emeritus Professor of Environment
Trevecca Nazarene University
Email: cfarrell@trevecca.edu
Telephone: (615) 335-4534

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Francis Fekel, Ph.D.
Research Specialist
Tennessee State University
Email: ffekel@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 277-1610

Current primary research endeavors:

Cynthia Gadsden

Assistant Professor, Art
Tennessee State University
Email: cgadsden@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-7508

Terrie Gibson, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Tennessee State University
Email: tgibson2@tnstate.edu
965-7095

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Dwight Gordon

Financial Analyst

Tennessee State University
Email: dgordon3@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-1674

Darreon Greer, Sr.

Doctoral Student

Tennessee State University
Email: darreongsr@yahoo.com
Telephone: (615) 738-8668

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Reduce Latino tendency toward diabetes and obesity by growing
Hispanic crops with better taste and nutrition on Trevecca Urban
farm and teaching 40 families.

Social Science Research; Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research; and Economic Science Research

Publish research on the basic properties of stars.

Cogpnitive disorders, normal aging, bilingual development, TBI

Social Science Research; and Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research

Social Justice, At Risk Development Youth (Overall & Youth of
Ethnic Origin)
Social Science Research
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Gregory Henry
Research Scientist
Tennessee State University

Email: gregory.w.henry@gmail.com

Telephone: (615) 277-1616

Current primary research endeavors:

Amelia Hunter, J.D.

Astronomy, sun-like stars, search for planets

Director, Research & Sponsored Programs

Fisk University
Email: ahunter@fisk.edu
Telephone: (615) 329-8537

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Sajid Hussain, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Fisk University

Email: shussain@fisk.edu
Telephone: (615) 944-6610

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Michael lvy, Ph.D.
Professor

Tennessee State University
Email: mivy@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-7796

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Kiesa Kelly, Ph.D.

Chair, Psychology Department
Tennessee State University
Email: kkelly5@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 636-3320

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Barbara Kilbourne, Ph.D.
Professor of Sociology
Tennessee State University
Email: bkilbourne@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 305-9388

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Facilitate Research in the STEM areas
Social Science Research; Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research; and Economic Science Research

Big Data Management, Bioinformatics, Cyber security,
Computing Education
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

I conduct research focused on chemical and behavior
neuroscience involving protein trafficking.
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

R25 for Neuroscience Education, culturally competent teaching
Social Science Research; and Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research

Look at the specific mechanisms that education affects health.
Social Science Research
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Tonya Kilpatrick

Director 1890 Dept.
Tennessee State University
Email: tkilpatr@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5527

Kimberly King-Jupiter, Ph.D.

Executive Director, Research & Spon Prgs

Tennessee State University
Email: kkingjup@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 277-1684

Jiann-Shiun Lew, Ph.D.
Research Specialist
Tennessee State University
Email: lew@coe.tsuniv.edu
Telephone: (615) 277-1607

Current primary research endeavors:

Germysha Little

Undergraduate Student

Tennessee State University

Email: Germyshaemily@gmail.com
Telephone: (618) 670-3342

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Millicent Lownes-Jackson, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Business
Tennessee State University

Email: mlownes@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-7124

Area(s) to further research:

Ezell Lundy

Adjunct Professor
Tennessee State University
Email: elundy@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 818-3087

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Structural health monitoring, Modeling and Control

An investigation of the best mentoring practices
Social Science Research

Social Science Research; Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research; and Economic Science Research

Research that will elucidate the pathways involved in the
relationship between education and health outcomes.
Social Science Research
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Lauren Lunsford, Ph.D.

Associate Dean

Belmont University

Email: lauren.lunsford@belmont.edu

Telephone: (615) 460-6230

Current primary research endeavors:  K-12 education related issues

Area(s) to further research: Social Science Research; and Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research

Maria de Fatima Lima, Ph.D.

Dean, School of Graduate Studies and Research
Meharry Medical College

Email: mflima@mmc.edu

Telephone: (615) 327-6533

Nannette Carter Martin
Resource Mgt Specialist
Tennessee State University
Email: nmartin@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5827

Norma Mason

Program Manager

Tennessee State University

Email: nmason3@tnstate.edu

Telephone: (615) 277-1636

Area(s) to further research: Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

Shelia Maxwell

Research Specialist

Tennessee State University
Email: smaxwell2@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5630

Monique McCallister, Ph.D.

Research Compliance Coordinator

Tennessee State University

Email: mmccalli@tnstate.edu

Telephone: (615) 963-7619

Current primary research endeavors:  Research Compliance

Area(s) to further research: Social Science Research; Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research; and Economic Science Research

Oscar Miller, Ph.D.

Department Head, Sociology

Tennessee State University

Email: omiller@tnstate.edu

Telephone: (615) 963-5559

Current primary research endeavors:  Student Retention, Organizational Culture and Effectiveness
Area(s) to further research: Social Science Research
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Michael Montgomery, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Tennessee State University

Email: mmontgomery@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5588

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Evangeline Motley-Johnson, Ph.D.

Associate Dean SOGSR
Meharry Medical College
Email: emotley@mmc.edu
Telephone: (615) 327-6527

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Matthew Muterspaugh, Ph.D.
Interim Director, COE-ISEM
Tennessee State University
Email: matthewl@coe.tsuniv.edu
Telephone: (615) 715-8448

Current primary research endeavors:

Samuel Nahashon, Ph.D.
Professor and Interim Head
Tennessee State University
Email: snahashon@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5829

Current primary research endeavors:

David Padgett, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Tennessee State University
Email: dpadgett@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 516-8364

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

LaDonna Palms
Administrative Assistant IV
Tennessee State University
Email: Ipalms1@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5530

My research is in the discipline of criminal justice and is mostly
focused on field of corrections.
Social Science Research

Biomedical Research, cardiovascular physiology.
Social Science Research; and Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research

Astronomy, precision optical instrumentation, information
systems

Elucidating nutrient signaling of key metabolic pathways to
improve poultry production performance

Social and Behavior Sciences, Geosciences, GLOBE Program,
Geospatial Technology
Social Science Research
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Marion Pratt, Ph.D.

Grants Resource Officer

Vanderbilt University

Email: marion.pratt@vanderbilt.edu
Telephone: (615) 343-9612

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

E. Kelly Sanford, Ph.D.
Professor of Sociology

Tennessee State University
Email: ekelkysanford@gmail.com
Telephone: (615) 944-0220

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Erik Schmeller, Ph.D.
Professor of History
Tennessee State University
Email: eschmeller@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5510

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Rebecca Selove, Ph.D.
Research Associate Professor
Tennessee State University
Email: rselove@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-2558

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Josh Shive, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Tennessee State University
Email: jshive@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5160

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

I am working on refugee issues myself, but my primary interest is
in the many topics my grad students and faculty work on.
Social Science Research

Health and wellness disparities of African Americans and onset of
chronic illnesses. Poverty / racism associations
Social Science Research

Immigration, conspiracy theories, university level text books,
teaching
Social Science Research

Effectively implementing behavioral interventions to reduce
cancer disparities, focusing on tobacco use prevention &
cessation, and improving survivor outcomes

Social Science Research; and Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research

My current project uses auditory psychophysics to estimate the
minimum offset asynchrony required to detect that two tones end
at different times.

Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research
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Amy Sibulkin, Ph.D.
Professor of Psychology
Tennessee State University
Email: asibulkin@comcast.net
Telephone: (615) 516-3366

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Debra Smart

Assistant Professor
Tennessee State University
Email: dsmart@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5955

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Tina Smith, Ph.D.

Head

Tennessee State University
Email: tsmith31@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-7057

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

DeWayne Stallworth, Ph.D.
Professor

American Baptist College
Email: dstallworth@abcnash.edu
Telephone: (334) 507-2357

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Mohammed Taibatai, Ph.D.
Professor, Biostatistics
Meharry Medical College
Email: mtabatabai@mmec.edu
Telephone: (615) 327-6622

Tiffany Taylor

Senior Compliance Officer
Tennessee State University
Email: ttaylo53@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-2557

Factors predicting adoption of a plant-based diet and effects of
increased adoption on environmental, health, psychological, and
economic outcomes.

Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

Violence reduction — Intimate Partner and Domestic Violence,
Reformation of Batterers
Social Science Research

My primary research endeavors are in the area of treatment
efficacy with individuals with strokes and concussions
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

Currently co-editing a Pastoral Care and Counseling (Anthology)
textbook
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research
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Thyniece Taylor-Bowden, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Research Associate
Tennessee State University
Email: ttaylor8@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5601

Christine Trupin, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Meharry Medical College
Email: ctrupin@mmc.edu
Telephone: (615) 327-6528

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Shtrena Tucker
Administrative Assistant
Tennessee State University
Email: stucker@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-7631

Andrea Tyler, Ph.D.
Director

Tennessee State University
Email: atyler2@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5767

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Corrine Vaughn

Director

Tennessee State University
Email: svaughn@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 277-1672

Carlos Virgous

Director, Animal Care
Meharry Medical College
Email: cvirgous@mmec.edu
Telephone: (615) 327-6070

William Washington, Ph.D.
Professor

Meharry Medical College

Email: Telephone: (615) 327-6634

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Evaluations of health training and public health programs
Social Science Research

Graduate student access and outcomes in STEM; student and
faculty voice, mentoring relationships; race/gender/class equity in
PSE, and identity formation

Social Science Research; and Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research

Health Manpower, Health care seeking activities
Social Science Research
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Elizabeth Williams, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Tennessee State University

Email: ewillil8@tnstate.edu

Telephone: (615) 963-7222

Current primary research endeavors:  Cancer control and survivorship, health and health technology,
workforce diversity through training high school and
undergraduate students

Area(s) to further research: Social Science Research; and Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences
Research

Michael Williamson

Research Associate

Tennessee State University

Email: michael.h.williamson@gmail.com

Telephone: (615) 562-7812

Current primary research endeavors:  Automated astronomy. Astronomical instrumentation. Telescope
software.
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Other Interested Faculty and Staff

Isaac Addae

Assistant Professor

Tennessee State University

Email: iaddae@tnstate.edu

Telephone: (615) 838-7363

Current primary research endeavors:  Entrepreneurship, social entrepreneurship, social enterprises,
opportunity recognition, social networks, technology, strategy,
international business

Area(s) to further research: Social Science Research

Guinevere Bennett, M.D.

Assistant Professor

Tennessee State University

Email: gbennett@tnstate.edu

Telephone: (615) 963-7490

Current primary research endeavors:  Ergonomics in the student populations, student participation in
research, unique learning tools for student learning styles

Area(s) to further research: Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

Carwil Bjork-James, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Vanderbilt University

Email: c.bjork-james@vanderbilt.edu

Telephone: (510) 725-1325

Current primary research endeavors:  Social movements, indigenous rights, extractive industries, use of
space, Bolivia, state management of conflicts

Area(s) to further research: Social Science Research

Matthew Blair, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Tennessee State University

Email: mblair@tnstate.edu

Telephone: (615) 554-4139

Current primary research endeavors:  Agricultural plant genomics, plant physiology, disease resistance
in plants, nematode resistance in plant roots, plant adaptation

Area(s) to further research: Social Science Research

Sam Dennis, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

Tennessee State University

Email: sdennis@tnstate.edu

Telephone: (615) 963-5822

Current primary research endeavors:  Water quality- monitoring surface water for pharmaceuticals @
watershed scale

Area(s) to further research: Social Science Research
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Julie Dunlap

Director of Social Responsibilities
Fathom PBC

Email: Julie@fathompbc.org
Telephone: (615) 967-0366

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Marlaine Ells

Doctoral Student EDAD
Tennessee State University
Email: marlaine.ells@mnps.org
Telephone: (615) 351-7060

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Aliyar Fouladkhah, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Tennessee State University
Email: afouladk@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (970)690-7392

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Carla Gibbs

Student

Meharry Medical College

Email: cgibbs15@email.mmc.edu
Area(s) to further research:

Aditya Khanal, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Tennessee State University
Email: akhanall@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-4986

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Agnes Kilonzo-Nthenge, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Tennessee State University

Email: akilonzontheng@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5437

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

We are implementing and evaluating a social entrepreneurship
enrichment program for Nashville high school students.
Social Science Research; and Economic Science Research

International Studies. Specifically: International Baccalaureate
Diploma Program - 1B DP Alumni Perspectives
Social Science Research

Epidemiology and Regulatory Affairs
Social Science Research

Social Science Research

Agribusiness finance, small farm business, income and price risks
in agriculture, food demand and security, economic development
Social Science Research; and Economic Science Research

Foodborne pathogens, antibiotic resistance, fresh produce, meats,
farmers
Social Science Research
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Tultul Nayyar, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor & Director, MHS

Meharry Medical College
Email: tnayyar@mmc.edu
Telephone: (615) 327-6898

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Pius Nde, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor
Meharry Medical College
Email: pnde@mmc.edu
Telephone: (615) 327-6997

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Veronica Oates, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Tennessee State University
Email: voates@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5625

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Josie Scales, Ph.D.
Professor of Sociology
Tennessee State University
Email: JScales@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 423-5199

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Elyse Shearer, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Tennessee State University
Email: eshearerl@gmail.com
Telephone: (615) 963-4933

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Karen Sloan-Brown, Ed.D.
Lab Coordinator

Meharry Medical College
Email: kdbrown@mmec.edu
Telephone: (615) 327-6091

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Depression in reproductive women
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

Molecular mechanism of environmentally induced pathology.
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

Weight Management & Diet-related chronic disease prevention
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

My research areas include cancer rates and hypertension rates
among African Americans
Social Science Research

Postpartum weight loss, inflammation, metabolic syndrome, diet
quality
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research

Education economics
Social Science Research; and Economic Science Research
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Felita Smith

Senior Office Assistant
Tennessee State University
Email: fturner3@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5127

Lin Venable

Interim Program Director
Tennessee State University
Email: lvenable@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 277-1659

Current primary research endeavors:

Area(s) to further research:

Lisa Walsh
Coordinator
Tennessee State University
Email: lwalsh@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 277-1687
Area(s) to further research:

Stephanie Weeden-Wright, Ph.D.
Faculty
Lipscomb University

TECTA database analysis for early childhood workforce
development.
Social Science Research

Social Science Research

Email: stephanie.l.wright@vanderbilt.edu

Telephone: (206) 225-1010

Linda Woodruff
Coordinator/Instructor
Tennessee State University
Email: lwoodruff@tnstate.edu
Telephone: (615) 963-5868

Letha Woods, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Meharry Medical College
Email: lwoods@mmc.edu
Telephone: (615) 327-6533
Area(s) to further research:

Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences Research
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