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Former CNN anchor guest speaker for
TSU fall commencement

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (TSU News Service) - Tennessee State University will hold its fall
commencement Saturday, December 9, 2023, at 9 a.m. in the Gentry Center
Complex. Nearly 700 students will walk the stage to receive their degrees during
the ceremony. This year’s speaker is award-winning journalist and former CNN
anchor Don Lemon. Lemon anchored the long-running CNN primetime program,
Don Lemon Tonight as well as CNN This Morning.

“I was honored to get the invitation from President Glenda Glover to be the guest
speaker for this important milestone in a student’s life,” said Lemon.

“I look forward to sharing parts of my journey and what I’ve experienced as a
journalist, in hopes of inspiring the class of 2023 to leave their mark on the world.
Make it a better place for human beings, as they embody the TSU motto of think,
work, serve.”

Lemon has won a variety of distinguished awards for his work which has spanned
nearly three decades, including an Edward R. Murrow award, multiple Emmys and
a Peabody award, among others. In addition to CNN, Lemon has served as an
anchor and correspondent at the NBC and MSNBC television networks, as well as
at local stations in New York, Philadelphia, Chicago and St. Louis.
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His work as a journalist includes countless global breaking news stories from the
anchor desk, as well as on location. He has covered the war in Ukraine, for which
he received a Peabody award in 2022. Also, the death of Osama Bin Laden, the
Inaugurations of the 44th and 45th Presidents of the United States, the school
shootings in Uvalde, Texas and Newtown, Connecticut, and the deaths of Trayvon
Martin, Michael Brown, Freddie Gray, George Floyd and Tyre Nichols. He joined
CNN as a correspondent in 2006.

Commencement will include 328 undergraduate students and 324 graduate
students. University officials encourage graduates to arrive one hour before the
ceremony due to parking. While masks are not required, this is flu season and
everyone is asked to exercise caution.

TSU fall commencement will also be live streamed from the University’s YouTube
channel at www.tnstate.edu/livestream If you are interested in attending
commencement, please contact TSU Media Relations at
publicrelations@tnstate.edu 615.963.5331 or 615. 997.8076.

About Tennessee State University

Founded in 1912, Tennessee State University is Nashville’s only public
university, and is a premier, historically black university and land-grant institution
offering 39 bachelor’s degree programs, 25 master’s degree programs, one
education specialist degree, and eight doctoral degrees. TSU is a comprehensive
research-intensive institution with a R-2 Carnegie designation and has a graduate
school on its downtown Avon Williams Campus, along with the Otis Floyd
Nursery Research Center in McMinnville, Tennessee. With a commitment to
excellence, Tennessee State University provides students with a quality education
in a nurturing and innovative environment that prepares them as alumni to be
global leaders in every facet of society. Visit the University online at tnstate.edu.
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