
 

 Pre-Arrival Task 

☐ Receive F-1 visa stamp in your passport 

☐ Confirm your program start date and I-20 program 
begin date 

☐ Print and sign your I-20 (do NOT pack in checked 
luggage — carry it on your person) 

☐ Download and save your SEVIS fee receipt 

☐ Confirm travel dates — you may enter the U.S. no more 
than 30 days before your I-20 program start date 

☐ Enroll in the required international student health 
insurance plan 

☐ Secure housing arrangements 

☐ Bring your original documents: Passport, F-1 visa, I-20, 
SEVIS receipt, Financial proof, Admission letter 

☐ Review the IEC New Student Orientation schedule and 
register to attend 

☐ Prepare for possible CBP questions at the port of entry 
(see travel tips below) 

☐ Keep all documents in your carry-on — never check 
immigration documents in luggage 
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