
Teaching Methods in Reading Comprehension 
(i.e. some of the things I do at TSU)

General idea: Create a classroom culture in which students focus 
on building reading comprehension skills individually and 
cooperatively.
1. Informal assessments at the beginning of the semester.
2.Modeling and direct teaching of reading comprehension 

strategies in various ways.
3.Continual encouragement to ‘mark up’ their reading via in class 

activities.
4.Cooperative learning: Partner and group focus on short, difficult 

sections of reading. Less is more.
5.Sustained focus on reading comprehension assessment, both 

informal and formal, formative and summative.



HIST 1000 Day 1 informal assessment 
(similar activity on Day 3)



Get out a pen or pencil. Read the quote I handed you. Mark 
it up in order to help you understand it.

Introduce yourself to the person next to you and discuss the quote.
•Which parts do you understand? 
•Which parts do you not understand? 
•What is the author’s point?



“When you are in the middle of a 
story it isn't a story at all, but only a 
confusion; a dark roaring, a 
blindness, a wreckage of shattered 
glass and splintered wood; like a 
house in a whirlwind, or else a boat 
crushed by the icebergs or swept over 
the rapids, and all aboard powerless 
to stop it. It's only afterwards that it 
becomes anything like a story at all. 
When you are telling it, to yourself or 
to someone else.” Margaret Atwood, Alias Grace



HIST 1000 Day 4
Preparing for the first substantial reading assignment



Active Reading (discuss with partners first)
How do you engage with a text? What do you do besides just read 
it?

How do you determine which parts of a text are important?
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HIST 1000 Day 5
Going over the reading assignment



Stories We Tell Reading: Work in groups to summarize a specific paragraph 
of the reading and choose someone to report to the class.

1. P. 1, paragraph starting “Haunting every frame …”

2. P. 2, paragraph starting “It is a work of some audacity …”

3. P. 3, paragraph starting “Stories We Tell is a challenging …”

4. P. 3, paragraph starting “If I seem to be dancing around something …”

5. P. 5, paragraph starting “She orders brunch …” Focus on the questions 
on the bottom.

6. P. 5, paragraph starting “Michael Polley is the film’s …”

7. P. 7, paragraph starting “But there was one puzzle …”

8. P. 8, paragraph starting “Whatever the friendly difference …”



Assessment
Informal: Occasional short, in class reading comprehension 
activities in which they answer question about a reading 
assignment and turn it in.
Formal: Reading comprehension questions on every unit test. 
Same format every time, but different types of passages (primary 
and secondary):
1. Passages we have read together as a class and gone over.
2. Passages that the students have gone over jigsaw-style in 

groups, and then we went over as a class.
3. Passages that we have not gone over in class but clearly discuss 

a concept that they should be familiar with from class.



Informal Assessment
Rivonia Trial Speech by Nelson Mandela

Comprehension check

Get out a sheet of paper. Put your name on it. Ten minutes to read/re-read this 
speech and answer these questions (not graded).

Answer these questions:
1. Did you read this speech before this class? Yes/No
2. This speech is split into discussions of two “features” of Black African life in 

South Africa. What are these?
3. Please summarize an argument he makes to support the first of these features 

and a fact that he uses to support this argument.
4. Please summarize an argument he makes to support the second of these 

features and a fact that he uses to support this argument.



Formal/Summative Assessment
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Quiz 1: Performance on questions, aggregated for reading 
difficulty level/split into whether we explicitly went over the 
passage or if we went over the concept but not the passage.

Elearn helps 
with the 
data, but it 
does not mean 
much beyond 
helping me 
improve the 
fairness of my 
assessments 
and my 
teaching in 
general
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Quiz 1: High Reading Difficulty Questions, disaggregated



That’s it. Questions/comments?


