Agenda

History Faculty Meeting
April 9, 2014
Present: Corse, Dark, Williams, Bertrand, Brown, Murray, Patrick, Haney, Dachowski, McClain, Schmeller

I.  Curricular Changes and Recruitment of Majors
Bertrand gave a quick report on his contacts with other HBCU History departments. They are facing similar challenges with recruitment of majors.

A.  World History—CARF and Deadlines
Corse, Dachowski, and Patrick--We agreed for the need to create a Humanities course, with a global focus. The course is to take a particular theme and develop the idea and use it as a method of introducing history to students. Take a particular theme or idea and trace it through a period of time. Need a course without as high expectations for reading and writing as our 2000 level courses. It must be more skills based. The idea is a one semester, first year course geared toward recruiting history majors and demonstrating the role of history in the humanities. It could also potentially serve as the first in a three course sequence for history majors, but the curriculum will need to be revised.

B.  B.S. in History and Revising the History Major

Carry-over from the World History discussion. Clear that we need to revise the major as well as get the B.S. in history moving forward which should allow a 3 course sequence for the majors. There was general agreement that building Williams’ Public History offerings and internships would be an ideal replacement for the lost language requirement with the B.S.

C. Web Page

Patrick gave an update on his work revamping our departmental and history web page. Now have an “open comment period” for faculty to weigh in on what they would like to see the page do. Williams suggested a link to other history departments. 

II.  US Survey Textbook

A.  Assessment
Browne and Dark spoke about the potential use of multiple choice exams as well as function on eLearn that can help assess learning competencies. This could potentially expand our assessment use of eLearn.
III. Faculty Needs for 2014-2015


A. Mellon Fellow 2014-2016, Kevin Vanzant

Dark spoke on how Dr. Vanzant has Digital Humanities experience, and that he has the potential to be an important resource during his year with us.
VI.  Other Concerns

