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NEW ADDITION!

e Dr. Chenchen Kang was recently hired as TSU Assistant Professor
at the Otis L. Floyd Nursery Research Center

e His research will focus on precision and autonomous machinery
for ag purposes (designing and evaluating intelligent systems to
improve efficiency and sustainability); this includes Al, field
robotics and smart sensing technology

e Prior to starting at TSU, Dr. Kang worked on robotic spraying
systems, [oT-based crop monitoring and computer vision
applications for improving orchard production with Penn State

Dr. Chenchen Kang

e Please reach out to Dr. Kang if you are interested in collaborating
on projects to benefit the nursery industry: ckangl@tnstate.edu

REDHEADED FLEA BEETLE (Systena frontalis)

e Redheaded flea beetle (RHFB) is a chewing
insect pest in ornamental production.

e Look for their feeding damage or the adults on
their preferred plants: panicle hydrangea, itea
and Japanese holly (Ilex crenata), although they
will feed on a wide of plants

 Although not a major insect pest, we are
monitoring their presence and activity in RHFB feeding damage on
nurseries in middle TN panicle hydrangea

« If you have RHFB in your nursery, please contact [EGSCEESaluloR
either Karla Addesso (kaddesso@tnstate.edu) or Photos credit: Kaitlin Barrios
Kaitlin Barrios (kbarrios@tnstate.edu)

SID LEAF HOPPER (Amrasca biguttula) By Y Adult RHFB

Photo credit:
UGA Extension

e This non-native leaf hopper has been
spreading in FL and could potentially
expand its range

e Adults are tiny and green, so the damage
would likely be seen first: ‘hopperburn’,  Cotton Jassid

wilting and curling of leaves B Al and
 Prefer cotton and okra but also found on K

eggplant, sunflower and other plants; Info =
including ornamental Hibiscus species

spot cotton leafhopper in Puerto Rico.
Photo by Alondea Miprpe ora e o
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https://www.fdacs.gov/content/download/117692/file/two-spot-cotton-leaf-hopper-pest-alert.pdf
https://www.fdacs.gov/content/download/117692/file/two-spot-cotton-leaf-hopper-pest-alert.pdf
https://www.fdacs.gov/content/download/117692/file/two-spot-cotton-leaf-hopper-pest-alert.pdf
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'BROWN WINGED PLANT HOPPER (BWP)

* Potential new pest in the future

» The first confirmed report in the US was
recently made in GA. It has not been reported
in TN.

* Aleaf hopper insect native to China.

» Damage to woody ornamentals and fruit trees
includes: feeds on phloem /xylem in plants,
excretes honeydew resulting in sooty mold on
leaves and it lays eggs in twigs like a cicada.
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Schedule
October 22™
» Exhibitor Setup: 8-4

October 23rd
e Trade Show: 9am-5pm
e Education Seminars:
9:30am-4:30pm
e Annual Awards
Banquet & Business

1:00PM -
2:00PM

Mtg: Spm Fe g TSU Nursery Research Center
October 24" . : ‘Q, e ————
e Trade Show: 9am-2pm ObLHNFILD

e Move out: 2pm-5pm
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