
MIDDLE TN NURSERY EXTENSION

nursery e-news

May 2026 Issue 50

Adults of the Tupelo borer (Aegomorphus morrisi
(Uhler)) were found this month (around the 3  week
of May) along with evidence of previous infestations
at two locations in Warren County.
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The tupelo borer is native to North America and
has been reported in a few eastern U.S. states
including AR, AL, FL, MS, MO, PA, SC, and only
very recently documented in TN.

This beetle can cause significant damage to tree
trunks and interior wood, which often leads to
the death of black gum, a.k.a. tupelo, (Nyssa
sylvatica Marshall) and water tupelo (Nyssa
aquatica L.) trees.

The adults are fairly large and measure approx.
0.8-1" long with their antennae extending the
length of their body or being slightly longer.

Past reports say adults typically emerge in mid-
June from dime-sized holes in the trunks of
black gum trees. After mating, females lay their
eggs on the bark of ~3-5" diameter trees. Eggs
hatch and larvae bore into the trunk to feed on
the phloem and cambium.

For more information on the tupelo borer, visit
our Factsheet using the link or QR code below

TUPELO BORER

Top and side (below) views
of the adult tupelo borer
(Photo: TSU Extension
Factsheet)

Adult tupelo borer (Photo: Karla Addesso)

For questions contact: Dr. Karla Addesso
(kaddesso@tnstate.edu) or Kaitlin Barrios, Ph.D.

(kbarrios@tnstate.edu)

TSU Factsheet on
Tupelo Borer

Tree trunk damage
from emerging tupelo
borer larvae; note
frass near the site of
emergence (Photo:
TSU Extension
Factsheet)

https://www.tnstate.edu/agriculture/nrc/documents/Tupelo%20Borer_Extension_Publication_final.pdf
https://www.tnstate.edu/agriculture/nrc/documents/Tupelo%20Borer_Extension_Publication_final.pdf
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TSU’s Otis L. Floyd Nursery
Research Center

TSU-20-00189(B)-12b-61065
https://www.tnstate.edu/

agriculture/nrc/

Warren County Extension is providing an
educational session for Certified Pesticide
Applicator CEUs:
Location: Warren Co. Admin. Bldg. 201 Locust
St. McMinnville, TN 37110
Date: Tuesday, June 2   6:00 PM - Early
Voting Room
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TSU & UT Extension are hosting a tour of
nurseries in the north AL area and Franklin
County, TN.

The tour is open
to growers and
extension
agents!

For details,
contact:
Phil Haar
phaar1@utk.edu

TNLA & NRC’s Annual Field Day - May 7th
Thank you to everyone who attending our joint Field
Day with TNLA! It was a day filled with learning and
networking. We hope to see you again next year!

And thank you to our lunch sponsors! 
BASF, BioSafe, Harrell’s & OHP

https://www.tnstate.edu/agriculture/nrc/
https://www.tnstate.edu/agriculture/nrc/
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