
 

 

  

 
 

Honors Crossing Over 
Ceremony 

 
Sunday, August 20, 2023 
2:00 pm - 4:00pm CST 

  



 

 

The Ceremony 
 

Welcome & Opening Remarks 
Master & Mistress of Ceremony, President of Honors Student Council, Alin Joseph & 

Kennedy Johnson, Honors Council Secretary 
 

National Anthem 
TSU Wind Ensemble Directed by Dr. Reginald McDonald 

“Lift Every Voice and Sing” 
 

Introductions of Honors Council 
Alin Joseph, President of Honors Council 

 
Introduction of the Honors College Dean 

Chandler Holt, Event Planner  
 

Occasion 
Dr. Coreen Jackson, Dean of University Honors College 

 

Introduction of Speaker 
Kara Simmons & Tyler Vasquez  

 

University Welcome & Remarks 
General Jason Evans, Chief Operating Officer, Tennessee State University 

 

Candle Lighting Statement 
Jada Henry, 2nd Vice President & Melanie Anderson, Treasuer  

 

Honors College Pledge 
Kennedy Glover, Ms. Honors & Travis Ducksworth, Mr. Honors 

 

Introduction of Inductees 
Dr. Tyrone Miller, Associate Director of University Honors College 

 

Closing Remarks 
Dr. Coreen Jackson, Dean of University Honors College 

 

Tennessee State University Alma Mater 



 

 

 
Retired Army Lt. Gen. Jason Evans 

Chief Operating Officer at TSU 
 
As an accomplished strategic leader with a distinguished military career that spanned four 
decades, Gen. Evans brings a wealth of command and staff leadership experience. 
Throughout his tenure in the Army, he held various senior executive positions, 
overseeing large-scale operations, and managing complex programs, that culminated 
with his selection as the Army’s first Deputy Chief of Staff, G9. In this role, he was 
responsible for providing the best military advice to Army Senior Leadership for budget 
management of an $18 billion portfolio, policy, and regulatory guidance for 141 camps, 
posts, and stations Army-wide.  
 
A native of Baltimore, Evans was born into the military life. His father spent 30 years in 
the Air Force.  He holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration and master’s 
degrees in business administration and national resource strategy. The decorated veteran 
holds many awards and accolades, including the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of 
Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal 
Army Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Parachutist Badge, and the 
Army Staff Identification Badge. 
  
Evans and his wife, Machelle, of 39 years, are the parents of three adult children and 
four grandchildren.  

 



 

 

 
 
 

Candle Lighting Ceremony 
 

The Honors Council Vice President invites everyone stands and turns on 

their camera lights. 

Light serves as the symbol of the good and the beautiful, of all that is 

positive. The difference between light and darkness assumes such a 

general and metaphysical significance, and the advantage of light over 

darkness is so obvious and self-evident, that it serves as a sharp 

metaphor: "Wisdom excels folly as far as light excels darkness".  

 

Light as a positive symbol is so prevalent that redemption, truth, justice, 

peace, and even life itself "shine," and their revelation is expressed in 

terms of the revelation of light. From this day forward, you have chosen 

to walk in the light, a light of truth, a light of righteousness, a light 

positivity, a light of peace, a light of responsibility, and lastly, a light of 

excellence. 

 

 

You may now turn off your lights. 

 
 
 



 

 

The Tennessee State University Honors College Pledge 
The Community of scholars in the Tennessee State University Honors 
College is dedicated to personal and academic excellence. Membership in 
the University Honors College (UHC) obligates each member to a code of 
behavior. At TSU Honors College, “honors” does not refer only to 
intellectual depth and academic rigor. Being an Honors College Scholar also 
means being part of an ethical community. It is understood that joining is 
evidence of subscribing to certain ideals and agreement to strive for the level 
of achievement and virtue suggested by the following:  
 

O As a member of the Tennessee State University Honors College, I pledge to think, work, 
and serve to the very best of my abilities, both inside and outside of the classroom. 
 

O I will strive to establish an academic environment that allows members of the Honors 
College community to grow academically and personally in a spirit of cooperation and 
fellowship. 

 

O I pledge to work to improve our neighborhoods, communities, and the world around us. 
 

O I will treat all members of the University community with civility and respect, regardless 
of national or ethnic origin, religious or social affiliation, heritage, disabilities, race, 
gender, or political affiliation. 

 
O I understand that fairness and honest competition are more than just words; they are core 

values that provide a foundation for our education. Plagiarism, cheating, and other 
methods of gaining an unfair advantage devalue my own work and the work of my peers 
and I pledge to not take part in them. 

 
O I pledge to uphold the values of honesty and integrity beyond the classroom, during 

activities such as educational travel, internships, common events, and in all events 
sponsored by Tennessee State University Honors College, the TSU Honors Student 
Council and the University.  I pledge to uphold the values of honesty and integrity 
through my participation online including social networking sites. 

                                   
O I have read and understand these policies. I will uphold the high standards of Tennessee 

State University Honors College and adhere to all rules, codes, and policies thereof. 
Serious violations of any one of these policies will be reviewed by the Honors College 
Administration and Honors Advisory Board and may result in dismissal from the 
University Honors College or other penalties. 

 
(Adapted from Macaulay Honors College) 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
ALMA MATER 

In the land of golden sunshine, 

By the Cumb’rland’s fertile shore 

Stands a school for greater service, 

One that we adore. 

Alma Mater how we love thee, 

Love thy white and blue 

May we strive to meet thy mandates 

With faith that’s true. 

 
 

THANKS & DEDICATION 
We would like to express our sincere thanks to President Glover, Provost Melton, 

the College Deans, TSU Wind Ensemble, the Honors Student Council, 
Honors Administration, Honors Inductees parents and guests for 

your support and participation. 


