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                                    You have unlimited possibilities for success at Tennessee State University. We’re a leading institution of higher learning and provide students with the opportunity to experience academic and personal growth. You’ll receive instruction from top-notch faculty and be immersed in research, service learning, and student life activities, including internships, cultural, and study abroad opportunities. 
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                                    Our world-class faculty will teach you how to apply what you learn in the classroom to real-world situations. As a student, you will become a problem solver and critical thinker. You may begin the admissions process by submitting your application. The university also assists in providing information on financial aid services, work-study, fellowships and scholarships based on eligibility and other rules and regulations established by the agencies.
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                                    Tennessee State University students go by the motto: “Think. Work. Serve.” But we also realize a little fun should be part of the collegiate experience to create a holistic approach to learning. With a variety of social, professional and civic clubs for students to participate in, there are many opportunities for you to share your time and talents and enjoy connecting with your fellow students to create the work-life balance needed for success in college and beyond.
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                                    Tennessee State University counts on the generous contributions of alumni and friends to fulfill our mission of providing a top-notch, affordable education to the best and brightest students. Every gift, no matter the size, makes a difference. When you support TSU, you help provide critically needed scholarships, departmental support and other special project funding that benefits our students.
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                                    Tennessee State University is engaging in cutting-edge research to address critical challenges in our society. Our research arm supports faculty and students by taking their ideas from conception to fruition in critical areas such as biotechnology, homeland security and agriculture, to name a few. Our Centers of Excellence encourage collaborative and experimental learning opportunities and help expand the boundaries of science, education and technology.
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                                    Tennessee State University Athletics is part of the Ohio Valley Conference (OVC) NCAA Division Ⅰ and offers football, men’s basketball, women’s basketball, track and field, golf, tennis, softball and volleyball. We provide student-athletes with a positive academic and social environment to excel on and off the field. Our mission is to blend physical, emotional and intellectual development into one experience. We not only build winning-teams, but leaders in the classroom, in the community and in your profession of choice.
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                                 Tennessee State University is a world-class university known for academic excellence, incredible students, inspiring faculty, exceptional value and an amazing campus and community. We invite you to learn more about TSU and our academic programs, admissions process, tuition and financial aid, campus visits, student housing and more.
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                                 Tennessee State University is dedicated to helping students develop the skills needed for the real world. Our vibrant campus life, leadership opportunities, rigorous academic programs, access to scholarships and student services are just a few of the student services we offer. We are preparing career-ready professionals today for knowledge-based jobs tomorrow. The Tiger legacy continues with you.

                              

                           

                        

                     
	
                        parents & families
                        
                           
                              
                                 	
                                       About TSU
                                    
	
                                       Academic Calendar
                                    
	
                                       Bookstore
                                    
	
                                       Degree Programs
                                    
	
                                       Resources
                                    
	
                                       Visit the University
                                    


                              
                              
                                 TSU loves parents! And we encourage you to stay involved with your Tennessee State University student. We strive to make the transition to college and beyond flow as smoothly as possible for everyone. We'll keep you up-to-date on campus happenings through a monthly eNewsletter, a helpful Parent Guide and through many other programs and events. We're here to help you and your student make the most out of your TSU experience.
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                                 At Tennessee State University, our blood runs blue! We enjoy connecting, socializing and sharing news about the great things our alumni are doing across the globe. From our annual Homecoming celebration to donor events and volunteer activities, TSU alumni always find time to celebrate what it means to be a Big Blue Tiger. We welcome you back to campus anytime to rekindle your most memorable experiences.
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                                 Welcome to Tennessee State University, located in the heart of Nashville, one of the nation's most progressive cities! Whether you are here for your first visit, planning a campus tour or returning after many years away, TSU welcomes you to enjoy our facilities, hospitality and our unique history and contributions.
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                                 Tennessee State University is proud to have 1,200 distinguished administrators, faculty and staff members as part of our team. With outstanding reputations for teaching, research and service, these professionals make valuable contributions to our community of scholars and ensure that TSU is a thriving public institution of higher learning. 
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		                              The 10th Annual Africa Conference

            
               
                  

                  [image: Conference Logo 2022]Welcome to the homepage of the Annual Africa Conference at Tennessee State University, Nashville, Tennessee. Each year the department hosts academics, independent scholars, policymakers, professionals, and graduate students in an international conference on various themes on African and Diasporan African history and related subjects. Interested individuals are encouraged to submit abstracts relevant to the theme of this years's conference.
            

            

            
               
                  
                     The 2024 Conference Announcement & Call for Papers

                     
                  
               Theme
                  : 
               "Resistance, Resilience, and the Unfinished Revolution: The Black Experience and the Struggle Against Oppression"
                  

               
               Dates: April 11
               
               
                  -12, 2024

                  
               
               Format: In-Person 
               
            

            
               Keynote Speakers
               
1. Prof. Toyin Falola, University of Texas, Austin
2. Prof. Learotha Williams, Tennessee State University, Nashville
3. Prof. Tokunbo Ayoola, Anchor University, Lagos

            The Black historical experience is marked by racial oppression and dominance across space and time, from centuries of enslavement in the African diaspora and half-a-century of colonial subjugation in Africa, to systemic racism which continues to marginalize Black people in various parts of the world. Concomitantly, the enduring struggle against Black subjugation is a dynamic and integral element of the history of Black people, profoundly shaping its trajectory and defining contemporary realities both on the African continent and within its diaspora.

            Black responses to racial oppression have been multifaceted. The anti-colonial movement in Africa in the early 20th century was relatively moderate but later evolved into a more radical, even at times, violent expression in the nationalist movement of the post-World War II period. In the United States, the civil rights revolution of the 1960s, which initially relied on civil disobedience and was litigation-driven, increasingly took a more militant character by the late 1960s, in the form of Black Power. The more recent Black Lives Matter movement epitomizes ongoing resistance against racial disparities.

            Although Black resistance to oppression is often defined along the contours of political and economic activism, the scope of this conference extends beyond these aspects. The 2024 conference will provide a platform for participants to critically examine various expressions of the struggle against oppression, including cultural nationalism. Furthermore, Black struggle for rights can also be constructed on terms more than racial. Led by civil society organizations and advocates of good governance, the growing resistance against authoritarian regimes and corrupt political elites in many parts of contemporary Africa, is an intrinsic component of the broader discourse on the struggle for rights among Black communities. The heightened demands from African nations, and more broadly from the Global South, to assume a more significant role in global governance, including the acquisition of permanent seats on the United Nations Security Council, are also indicative of the ongoing struggle of Black communities against persistent marginalization. Thus, the conference will interrogate the multifaceted dimensions of the struggle against all forms of Black oppression from a historical perspective. Sub-themes and potential topics around which the conference is organized may include but are not limited to the following:

            	Responses to enslavement and other forms of servitude
	Colonial resistance in Africa
	The anti-colonial movement and nationalism in Africa
	Decolonization in Africa
	Armed struggle and wars of national liberation in Africa
	Activism through the arts: dance, music, literature, and visual art
	Pro-democracy campaigns and the democratization movement in Africa
	The Civil Rights revolution and the Black Power movement in America
	The Black Lives Matter movement
	The anti-apartheid struggle in South Africa
	Jim Crow segregation and Black struggles in the American South
	Political activists: Marcus Garvey, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Jr., Kwame Nkrumah, Amílcar Cabral, Nelson Mandela, etc.
	Cultural activists: Fela Anikulapo Kuti, Bob Marley, Sonny Okosun, Miriam Makeba, etc.
	Scholar activists: W.E.B. DuBois, Walter Rodney, Frantz Fanon, Molefi Kete Asante, Wole Soyinka, Toni Morrison, etc.)
	Nonviolent resistance and civil disobedience
	Blacks and inequality in the criminal justice system
	The church and liberation theology in the Black struggle
	Youth and student activism
	Civic organizations, community groups, and advocacy for good governance
	Women in the Black struggle
	The Black liberation movements and transnational connections: Ethiopianism, Pan Africanism, and Garveyism
	Reparations, economic justice, and the fight against racial wealth inequality
	Afrocentricity, Black consciousness, and advocacy for equitable education
	Africa’s continued marginalization in global institutions: United Nations Security Council, IMF, WB, BRICS, G20…
	The struggle for civil and human rights in Africa
	Environmental racism and justice
	Non-violent resistance movements
	Social media protests
	Ethnic, minoritarian, and separatist struggles
	Liberationist philosophies


            
               
                  Abstracts/Panel proposals
               
               
Each prospective presenter should electronically submit an abstract of no more than 500 words by Feb. 28, 2024. Abstract prepared as Microsoft Word document should include the following information:

            1.   Presenter’s name with last name (surname) underlined.
2.   Title of paper.
3.   Institutional affiliation of each presenter.
4.   Contact information (mailing address, phone number, and email address).

            Note that the submission of an abstract automatically grants conference organizers the right to publish it in the conference program and website.

            
               
                  
                     
                        
                           Submit an abstract
                        
                      
               
            

            

            
               
                  
                     Registration
                  
                  
Mandatory non-refundable registration fees for the conference are:

                  

                  Regular: $100 by Feb. 28, 2024; late: $150 by Mar. 15, 2024

                  Graduate Students: $50 by Feb. 28, 2024; late: $75 by Mar. 15, 2024
            

            
               Registration payment is accepted in two ways:
            

            
               1. By check: Mail check payable to "Tennessee State University" to:
The Annual Africa Conference
Department of History, Political Science, Geography, & Africana Studies
Tennessee State University
3500 John A. Merritt Boulevard
Nashville, TN 37209
            

            
               2. Online: Click this 
                     link
                  
                  
Follow the instructions on the link to make your payment.
            

            
               
                  
                     Conference Program

                     
                  
                  
                     TBA
                  
               
               
            

            

            
               
                  
                     Conveners

                     
                  
               
               Dr. Adebayo Oyebade

               
               Professor of History & Department Chair

               
               
                  aoyebade@tnstate.edu
               
            

            
               Dr. Gashawbeza Bekele
Professor of Geography

                  gbekele@tnstate.edu
                  

               
            

            

            
               
                  
                     Conference Venue 

                     
                  
                  Tenneessee State University
Avon Williams Campus
330 10th Avenue North
Nashville, TN 
               
               
                  37203
               
            

            
               
                  
                     Publication of Selected Papers
                  
                  

               Conference papers will be eligible for publication in the bi-annual international academic journal, Global Africa: Journal of African and African Diaspora Studies. All submitted articles are subject to peer review.

            
               
                  
                     Questions
                  
                  

               Please, direct all questions to the conference conveners via their email addresses above.

            All participants should note that the conference and Tennessee State University do not offer any form of financial assistance to participants. Thus, all attendees must provide their own funds to cover registration, transportation, and accommodation.
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