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A. Personal Statement 
For 35 years, I have Directed TSU Center for Health Research which was established in 1976. The Center 
has been a free-standing research center largely due to external funding by USDA, CMS, AHRQ, NIMH, 
CDC, DOD, NCI, and other NIH programs (RCMI, MBRS).  My research activities have always focused on 
health services research including epidemiology of preventable diseases such as cardiovascular diseases 
(stroke, heart failure, hypertension, diabetes, cancer) that disproportionately impact underserved 
communities.   Over the years, I have maintained my relationship  with the local African American faith 
community for various community-based programs that included partnership  for breast and prostate cancer 
screening programs. Other programs that we offered included group therapy to reduce depression among 
the elderly and validation a NIMH Depression Scale (CESD) that assessed depressive symptoms among 
residents of rural communities.  Most of  my research has involved community outreach activities  to better 
inform the community and help develop community-based prevention programs to reduce health disparity.  In 
all of my projects, I have always  involved training junior faculty and students that provided hands-on 
experiences in all phases of projects that aimed to achieve health parity.   I have a long history of managing 
large grants, publishing peer-reviewed articles, and engaging in collaborative research activities with 
colleagues from several institutions such as Meharry Medical College, Tuskegee University, University of 
Massachusetts, Charles Drew University, University of Texas, and Vanderbilt University.  As an Emeritus 
Professor, I am currently funded by USDA (AFRI) to reduce obesity among WIC children, and by NCI  
through a cancer prevention partnership grant (Meharry Medical College-Vanderbilt University - Tennessee 
State University) to reduce cancer disparity in African American and Hispanic communities.  
 
B. Positions and Honors 
Positions and Employment 
2011-present  Professor Emeritus and Director Emeritus 
1985-2011 Professor, Tennessee State University, Nashville, TN 
1976-2011 Director, Center for Health Research, Tennessee State University, Nashville TN 
1973-1985 Assistant & Associate Professor, Tennessee State University, Nashville, TN 

Professional Memberships 
Member   American Association of Cancer Education 
Member   American Association of Cancer Researchers 
Member    American Society on Hypertension 
Member    International Society of Hypertension in Blacks 
Member   American Public Health Association 
Member   American Association pof Neurology 
Member   HBCU Health Services Research 



Honors 
2011 Distinguished Research Service to the University Award, Tennessee State University 
2009 Distinguished Research Service to the University Award, Tennessee State University 
2009 Distinguished Research Award, April, HBCU Health Services Research Network 
2004 Certificate of Recognition for Outstanding Research Accomplishments, National HBCU Research 

Network for Health Services & Health Disparities 
2003 Million Dollar Researcher, Tennessee State University 
2000 Excellence in Health Services Research Award, National HBCU Research Network for Health 

Services & Health Disparities 
1986 Distinguished Researcher Award, Tennessee State University 
1982 Special Editor for Journal of Community Psychology, special issue on “Stress and Psychiatric 

Symptoms:  Personality and Social Support as Buffers” 
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D. Research Support (past 3 years) 
Ongoing Research Support 

2010-04628   (Husaini, PI)                                                                                            2/2011-1/2016  
U.S.Department of Agriculture  
Nashville Children Eating Well (CHEW) for Health  
The objective of this AFRI grant is to generate new knowledge of the behavioral factors that influence 
childhood obesity and use this information to develop and implement effective family-based, culturally 
appropriate interventions for preventing overweight and obesity in preschool age children (ages 2-5). 
Role: PI  

5 U54CA163066  (Husaini at TSU, PI; Adunyah, Meharry  PI; Moses, Vanderbilt PI) 9/2011-8/2016 
National Cancer Institute (NIH) 
MMC-Vanderbilt-Tennessee State Partners in Eliminating Cancer Disparities (MVTCP) 
Under Meharry-Vanderbilt-Tennessee State University Cancer Partnership, TSU  is exclusively dealing with  
Cancer Outreach Core, which provides outreach and builds capacity of academic and community partners to 
conduct CBPR focused research on reducing cancer disparities among African Americans and Hispanics. 
Role: Husaini TSU PI 
Completed Research Support 

P20 MD003362 (Juarez, PI, Robert Levine, MD; B. Husaini) 5/2009-11/2013 
National Center for Minority Health and Health Disparities (NCMHD/NIH) 
NCMHD Health Disparities Research Center of Excellence at Meharry Medical College 
Goal is to reduce health disparities in racial/ethnic minorities by supporting research, training and community 
outreach.  Levine’s full project, entitled “Federal Law: Possible Role In Breast Cancer Disparity,” uses 
Medicare claims data, SEER cancer registry-Medicare linked data, and contextual data to examine regional 
variation and racial/ethnic disparities in mammography use among elderly women. 
Role: TSU Co-PI on Full Project; Co-Investigator on Research Core 



2 U54 CA091408 (Adunyah, Meharry  PI; Moses, Vanderbilt PI) 9/20-7/2011 
National Cancer Institute (NIH) 
MMC and VICC: Partners in Eliminating Cancer Disparities 
Under Meharry-Vanderbilt Cancer Partnership, TSU has subcontract to co-lead Cancer Outreach Core, 
which provides outreach and builds capacity of academic and community partners to conduct CBPR focused 
on reducing cancer disparities among African Americans. 
Role: Husaini TSU Co-Leader of Cancer Outreach Core 

R24 MH059748 (Husaini, P.I) 7/2004-12/2009 
National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) 
Developing Minority Mental Health Research at TSU: Renewal Application (MRISP) 
This project developed mental health research capacity among junior faculty at TSU, develop research 
infrastructure, and assist in their development of independent grant proposals  
Role: PI 

1I0CMS030210 (Vaughan, P.I.) 9/2007-9/2009 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services  
Addressing Barriers of Self-Management among African Americans with Type 2 Diabetes  
This study assesses a telephonic patient navigator intervention for improving diabetes self-management, 
metabolic control, and quality of life among older African Americans with type 2 diabetes. 
Role: Mentor  

ED-07-20811-00 / ED-04-01427-00 (Husaini, P.I) 4/2004 – 4/2009 
Department of Health, State of Tennessee (funding from CDC) 
Cardiovascular Disease Data Analysis 
This study examined the cost and prevalence of cardiovascular disease in Tennessee by race, gender, and 
geographical location, using hospital discharge, Medicare claims, mortality and BRFSS data. Technical 
reports were produced for TN Dept of Health.  
Role: PI 

W81XWH-06-1-0425 (Hull, P.I) 3/2006-2/2009 
Department of Defense (DOD), Health Disparity Research - Prostate Scholar Award 
Psychosocial and Cultural Barriers to Prostate Cancer Screening: Racial Comparisons 
This community-based participatory research (CBPR) study aimed to identify psychosocial and cultural 
barriers to prostate cancer screening among African American and White men, which can be used to design 
interventions aimed at increasing informed decision-making about prostate cancer screening and reducing 
racial disparities in prostate cancer outcomes.   
Role: Mentor 

R24 HS014767 / R24 HS11640 (Husaini, P.I.; Levine & D. Beech, Co-PIs) 9/2001-9/2007 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) 
Developing Collaborative Minority Healthcare and Quality Research 
This project aimed to develop health services research capacity among junior faculty and develop research 
infrastructure at TSU and MMC in the realm of health services research and assist in their development of 
independent grant proposals 
Role: PI 
 


