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The University Seal
In 1922, William Jasper Hale, first president of Tennessee A. and 1. Normal School,
asked Frances Thompson, professor and department head ofArt, to design the University
Seal. Enclosed in a circle, the seal is divided into three parts: 'Agriculture' upper left,
'Industry' upper right, 'Education' in lower center. Education is further emphasized by
a hand holding a light with rays extending above the seal. The motto, "Think. Work.
Serve." is placed beneath the seal for support.

Presidential Medallion and Chain of Office
The Presidential Medallion and Chain of Office serves as a symbol of authority as head of the university. It
originated in medieval times and is worn by the president of the university on ceremonial occasions such as
commencement, convocations or other formal occasions.

The Medallion and Chain of Office, the first in the history of the University, was commissioned in 2005 by Dr. Melvin
N. Johnson, the seventh president of the university. The front of the medallion bears the official University Seal.
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The backside of the medallion was conceptualized by Dr. Johnson and artistically
designed by Professor Carlyle Johnson, department head of Art. The seal is circular
with a blue border bearing the President's motto in Latin: NIL SINE MAGNO
LABORE - "Nothing without Great Effort." Encircling the inside base of the seal
on a background of silver is President Johnson's trademark, which is a suspended
bridge supported by three massive pillars with extended pinnacles symbolizing the
institution's Past, Present and Future. At the top center is the year that the institution
was founded and at the bottom is the year that the Medallion and Chain of Office
was conceived.

Each link of the chain holding the medallion is inscribed with the name of a past
president of the institution and his term in office. Holding together these links and
supporting the medallion is a bronze leaf cluster.

University Mace and Baton
In 2005, the mace and baton was conceptualized by Dr. Melvin N. Johnson and artistically designed
y  rofessor Carlyle Johnson, department head of Art, with layout and logistical formatting provided

by Dr. John Cade, dean of Admissions and Records.

The Lapis stone characterizes the TSU Blue and is used to stimulate inner vision and give enhanced
wis om, insight and good judgment. The pearl stone represents the TSU White and symbolizes the
wea th, purity and power of knowledge. The head and flanges of the mace are modeled after the Floyd-

Center Tower located on the university's main campus. The reflective quality of the
polished silver signifies the vision of the university.

The baton of the mace is made of wood which is a forest symbol or the symbol of a provider. It
represents a tree of knowledge around which each college and school is mounted. This aspect of the
mace serves to link the university with its cultural heritage, as well as TSU's ancestral past.

The three-tier stand for the mace embodies the motto: "Think. Work. Serve." This aspect of the mace
constitutes the foundation of the university that holds the mace in place and represents the classical
architectural structure of the educational values at the university. On top of the mace is the seal of the
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university. Together, the mace and baton are bome as a symbol of authority in the Processional and Recessional
at occasions such as Commencement and Inaugural ceremonies.

The mace is carried by the University Chief Marshal in front of the Platform party that is composed of the
president, vice presidents, Tennessee Board of Regents representatives, other authorities and distinguished guests.

University's Academic Excellence Award
The University's Academic Excellence Award, the first in the history of the university, was
commissioned in 2008 by Dr. Melvin N. Johnson, the seventh president of the university. The
award is a replica of the University's Seal with the caption Academic Excellence Award placed
beneath the university's motto, "Think. Work. Serve." The award is a two-inch light oxidized
bronze seal pendant medallion attached to a blue ribbon and serves as a symbol of recognition
for academic achievement for students graduating summa cum laude and with the highest grade
point average (GPA) in the class.

University's Distinguished Student Leadership Award
The University's Distinguished Student Leadership Award, the first in the history of the
university, was commissioned in 2008 by Dr. Melvin N. Johnson, the seventh president
of the university. The award is presented to the student whose record of leadership and
outstanding contributions to student life and government has had a great impact on
improving the quality of the student experience at Tennessee State University.
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The history of academic dress began with the medieval European universities of the 14th centui7. In a time when
all students were clerics the gown and its attached hood served the dual function of keeping the student warm
in unheated buildings and identifying the particular order to which he belonged. Modem academic costume in
the United States is based upon an intercollegiate code established in 1895. These early agreements have been
revised periodically to cover standardization of the cap (two basic styles), the gown (three basic styles) and the
hood (subject to greater variation than either the cap or the gown). The cap, originally round in shape, is usually
the more familiar mortarboard square with tassel or black Oxford style.

The gown commonly black, differs in sleeyes and trimming according to the level of degree. The bachelor's
gown is relatively simple in design. It is full-cut, falling in a straight line from an elaborate yoke, with long
pointed sleeves as its distinguishing mark. The master's gown is similar to the bachelor's, except for its peculiar
arrangement of the oblong sleeves that terminate in square ends at the wearer's knees; the wearer's arms emerge
through slits in the sleeve's made at the elbows. Short-sleeved master's gowns are also worn. The doctoral gown
is an elaborate full-cut, flowing costume distinguished by velvet panels down the front and around the neck and
by three bars of velvet on the voluminous bell-shaped sleeves. The velvet is usually black, but it may be a color
designating the field of study (for example, dark blue for philosophy).

The hood, traditionally bearing the heaviest symbolic burden, is the most important feature of the academic costume.
The lentrth of the hood and the width of its velvet trimming designate the level of the degree. The hood's lining
identifies the institution that granted the degree, and the color of the velvet heralds the major field of learning.
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