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Health Care Administration and Planning students 
conducted a service-learning project by using the knowledge 
and skills associated with an effective health care manager 
that was taught in HCAP 4200 Health Management.  The 
students applied the basic management functions by 
planning, organizing, directing, coordinating, and controlling 
the project from the beginning of the fall 2010 semester until 
its completion.  One hundred fifty (150) seniors participated in 
the event on December 10th and they received information 
from the TSU students and community partners from the 
Criminal Justice Center to increase their awareness of risky 
behaviors that negatively impact the adolescent population. 
The students were encouraged to make healthy lifestyle 
choices. 

HCAP Students Conduct Service Learning 
Project at Pearl Cohn High School 
 
 

Ms. Revlon Briggs, Assistant Professor in the Department of Health 
Administration and Health Sciences, was selected to serve as a member of the 
self-study site review team by AUPHA.  The review will take place in Charleston, 
South Carolina in June 2011.  She will serve with two other faculty members 
from health administration programs at James Madison University, Franklin 
University, and Kaplan University. Ms. Briggs joined the faculty in the 
Department of Health Administration and Health Sciences on a full-time basis in 
August 2005 after serving eight years as adjunct.   

Briggs Selected to Serve on Review Panel for the 
Association of  University Programs in Health 
Administration (AUPHA) 

 
The project allowed students 

to share information on 
“…risky behaviors that 

negatively impact the 
adolescent population… ” 
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Students Experience Culture and Health Beyond 
the Four Walls  

Elizabeth A. Williams, PhD 

Students in the Master of Public Health program experienced how culture functions outside the classroom 
in the Cultural Competence II course (fall 2010). The students conducted health-related participatory 
observations at the African Street Festival at Hadley Park; performed health asset mapping and 
interviewing during the Celebration of Cultures at Centennial Park; and conducted health organizational 
strategic planning by taking pictures and by engaging in dialogue sessions for Photovoice assignments, 
conducted a SWOT analysis, interviewed MPH and MPA students, faculty and staff. The students 
developed strategic plans for the MPH and MPA programs by emphasizing cultural competence.          

 

Pictured from left to right: Professor Revlon Briggs, Ashley Turner, Rachel Rogers, Shaterica Weaver, Aminika 
Lott, Larisha Davis, Nickole Barr, and Lauren Green Top row: Robert Horton and Jessica Demonbreun  Not 
pictured:  Rozelyn Fields-Jackson and Kayla Hudson 



The grant will serve to 
“provide training and 

skills building for 
improved career 
opportunities for 

veterans in the green 
industry.” 
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Ms. Krystal Massey and Mr. Michael Paul, both second year students in the MPH 
program, represented the MPH program during the American Public Health 
Association (APHA) annual conference by presenting their research which was 
conducted during the summer of 2010 under the supervision of Ms. D’Yuanna Allen
from the Nashville Metropolitan Health Department. The study focused on the Youth 
Public Health Institute and was funded by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention through the Association of Schools of Public Health.  
 

MPH Students Present Study Findings at the 
APHA Annual Conference 

Department Awarded Federal Grant from the 
U.S. Department of  Labor, Veterans’ 
Employment and Training Service 

 

Operation Stand Down Nashville, Inc., Actus Community Fund Foundation, Tennessee State University, and 
Fort Campbell Family Housing collaborated on the Veterans Workforce Investment Grant and received 
$500,000 for three years.  Dr. Wendelyn Inman, an advocate and adjunct faculty in the Health Administration 
program, was instrumental in formulating the partnerships and contributing to the grant proposal.  As a result of 
Dr. Inman’s extraordinary grant writing skills, the department received $50,000 for the first year and is slated to 
receive $50,000 for the second and third years of the grant.  Project funds were allocated to create a 
Weatherization Training Center in Tennessee, which serves to provide training and skills building for improved 
career opportunities for veterans in the “green industry.”  Ms. Revlon Briggs serves as the principal investigator 
and oversees the day-to-day activities in conjunction with the other partners.  Operation Stand Down recently 
awarded the Department of Dental Hygiene a $35,000 grant to provide dental services to veterans. 

HAHS Students Share the Holiday Spirit 

  
Members of the Health Administration and Health Sciences (HAHS) Student Association assisted with a 
holiday party, DCS Foster Care Children's Christmas Party sponsored by Lighthouse Christian School which 
was held December 9, 2010 at 1158 Foster Avenue-Center for Adoption Building 
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Health Administration Program Reaffirmation 

 

The Association of University 
Programs in Health Administration 
(AUPHA) granted the undergraduate 
Health Care Administration and 
Planning program recertification until 
2016 without citations. 

 

MPH Program Represented at Annual Conference
The MPH program was well represented at the recent annual 
conference of the American Public Health Association. Faculty 
members were not only present to publicize the program and 
network with conference attendees, they also supported students 
who were presenting at the conference. Pictured are the students 
and faculty members who attended the conference. 

The MPH program has been in existence for almost two years. The 
inaugural class will graduate in May 2011.

The MPH Program 
has been in existence for 

almost two years. Its 
inaugural class will 

graduate in May 2011. 
 

The Department of Health Administration and Health Sciences along with the MPH Program welcome two 
recent additions to its cadre of highly qualified faculty members. They are Dr. Michael Dunn and Dr. 
Elizabeth Williams. 

 

Program Welcomes New Faculty Members 
 

Dr. Michael Dunn is an Associate Professor in the Department of Health 
Administration and Health Sciences.  He holds a BA in psychology and an 
MS in health with a concentration in Health Education/Health Promotion 
from the University of North Florida. He received his PhD in Health 
Education/Health Promotion from the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham.  Dr. Dunn has over 10 years of experience in higher 
education and has taught for Walden University and East Tennessee State 
University.  He has extensive research experience in adolescent substance 
use and has presented at state, national, and international conferences as 
well as published his research in national peer reviewed journals.  Mike 
hails from St. Augustine, Florida.    

Dr. Elizabeth Williams received her Doctor of Philosophy (2002) and 
Master of Arts degrees (1998) in the field of Applied Anthropology with an 
emphasis in Medical Anthropology from the University of Kentucky, and a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Anthropology from the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign in 1994.  After receiving her doctorate, Dr. Williams 
served on the faculty in the Department of Anthropology and Geography at 
Georgia State University. She has also served as the Inaugural Director of 
Disparity Elimination in the Commissioner’ Office, Tennessee Department 
of Health and as a senior-level administrator with the Vanderbilt-Ingram 
Cancer Center. Dr. Williams has devoted extensive personal and 
professional time to cancer survivors among people of color, health 
disparities, social empowerment and health equity for people of color and 
the medically underserved.  
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MPH Faculty and Student Accomplishments 
 Dr. Mohamed Kanu was recently invited by the Oxford Round Table Educational Organization to deliver a 
presentation at Lincoln College in the University of Oxford, Oxford, England. The title of the presentation is, 
Obesity and the Health of Children in the United States: Case Study of the State of Tennessee. Dr. Kanu also 
co-authored a book chapter in a recently published book entitled Service Delivery for Vulnerable Populations: 
New Directions in Behavioral Health (Springer Publishing, 2011. Editors: Steven A. Estrine, Robert T. 
Hettenbach, Heidi Arthur, Maria Messina). 

Dr. Michael Dunn, has had the article Evaluation of a Community Approach to Address Substance Abuse in 
Appalachia published in the International Journal of Community Health Education (2010).  This paper was also 
presented at the American Public Health Association meeting in Denver, Colorado (November 2010).  
Additionally, Dunn has written the Chapter:  Substance Abuse in Rural Appalachia for the text Appalachians: 
Their Health and Well-Being which has been accepted by the University of Kentucky Press contingent on the 
final edits to the text.  The Press will meet in mid March 2011 for final approval.  

Dr. Elizabeth Williams presented a poster entitled, Health Watch: Making Health Happen through an Media-
Academic Partnership at the 138th Annual Meeting of the American Public Health Association in Denver, 
Colorado in November 2010. 

Dr. Elizabeth Williams presented a poster entitled, Fashioned for Us by Us: Using an African American Cancer 
Survivorship Calendar to Promote Breast Cancer Awareness at the 138th Annual Meeting of American Public 
Health Association in Denver, Colorado in November 2010. 

Dr. Elizabeth Williams presented a paper entitled The Flow Makes all the Difference:  
Power, Information & the Nashville Communities as Partners in Clinical Trials Project at the 2010 American 
Anthropological Association Meetings in New Orleans, Louisiana in November 2010. 

Dr. Elizabeth Williams presented (fall 2010) Infant Mortality, Health Disparities and the Social Determinants of 
Health during a web-conference sponsored by the Division of Minority Health and Disparity Elimination, 
Tennessee Department (TDH). The web-conference is a virtual education tool for public health employees and 
TDH-funded community-based providers. The web- conference is funded through a grant from the Federal Office 
of Minority Health.   

Dr. Elizabeth Williams presented (fall 2010) How Does Race & Socioeconomic Status Affect Health? during a 
training for practicing Physician Assistants (PA) and PA students at Trevecca Nazarene University. The training 
workshop was sponsored by Urban Housing Solutions.   

Dr. Elizabeth Williams was recognized as a “healthcare leader to watch” by Nashville Medical News Magazine in 
early summer 2010. Acknowledged for her academic and professional efforts to redress health disparities and 
support community empowerment, Dr. Williams was acknowledged with a plaque during a breakfast awards 
ceremony hosted by the magazine at Union Station. “Women to Watch in Healthcare” is an annual award 
presented by Nashville Medical News to female professionals making a difference in their chosen vocational 
areas.  

Dr. Elizabeth Williams joined (fall 2010) the editorial board for the Journal of Adolescent and Young Adult 
Oncology (JAYAO), published by Liebert Publishing, Inc. A multidisciplinary journal dedicated to research, 
education, communication and clinical issues related to adolescents and young adults affected by cancer (15-39 
years), the journal is one of the first to focus on cancer, adolescents and young adults (AYA). The peer-reviewed 
journal will launch spring 2011.   

Dr. Owen Johnson and his colleagues presented scholarly work at the American Public Health Association’s 
(APHA) annual conference in Denver, Colorado (Nov. 2010).  Dr. Johnson also received his certification in Public 
Health from The National Board of Public Health Examiners (NBPHE) in 2010 and was a grant reviewer for the 
Meharry/Vanderbilt/TSU Cancer Partnership during this time.  He reviews for the Journal of Best Practices and 
The Journal of the National Society of Allied Health. Dr. Johnson also served as a reviewer for the following 
texts: Biostatistics: An Applied Introduction for the Public Health Professional, Health Economics and Policy” and 
Health Care Ethics.   

 

The MPH program 
provides students with the 

required training for 
entry-level positions in the 

broad field of public 
health, so they can make 
positive contributions in 
the field of public health. 
The faculty members hold 
terminal degrees in their 
respective specialty areas 

within public health; have 
excellent teaching skills, 
and are committed to 
excellence in student 

learning as demonstrated 
through the curriculum 
and student advisement. 
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“The aim and scope of 
the Journal is to 
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students, practitioners, 
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government officials, 

and the public with the 
latest research and 
trends affecting the 
health care status of 
African Americans 
and economically 
disadvantaged 
populations” 
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The National Society of Allied Health Journal is a fully refereed Journal.  The aim and scope of the 
Journal is to provide educators, students, practitioners, federal and state government officials, and the 
public with the latest research and trends affecting the health care status of African Americans and 
economically disadvantaged populations.  The Journal is devoted to scholarly writing that addresses: 

1. Current theory and practice research; 
2. Future trends in theory and practice; 
3. Current research studies pertaining to African Americans and disadvantaged populations; 
4. Identification of sources that critically examine local and national health problems, and 
5. A description of programs and services that promote national health initiatives. 

All manuscripts are reviewed using a blind peer-review process.  Manuscripts are judged based on the 
significance of the problem, authenticity of the contribution, and whether research claims advance the 
profession of allied health. 

In 2007, the Journal entered into a license agreement with EBSCO Publishing Company.  EBSCO is the 
world’s largest intermediary between libraries and publishers and one of the most trusted academic 
publishers.  Over 90% of academic institutions worldwide have subscriptions to one or more EBSCO host 
databases (www.ebscohost.com).  EBSCO recently notified the Journal that the NSAH Journal was 
chosen to be included in a special database.  This decision was based on the Journal’s content and the 
quality of the Journal.  Along with this special acknowledgement is a guaranteed yearly royalty payment.  
When the agreement expires in three years with Proquest and the Gale Group, EBSCO Publishing 
Company has agreed to enter into an exclusive agreement to carry the NSAH Journal. This agreement 
carries a guaranteed yearly royalty payment of $5,000. 

In 2008, Proquest  Publishing Company signed an agreement to carry the Journal.  Proquest has been in 
the secondary publishing business for nearly 70 years and is one of the most respected names in the 
industry (www.proquest.com). 

In 2009, the NSAH Journal signed a three year licensing agreement with the Gale Group, Inc.  Publishing 
Company.   Gale is a part of Cengage Learning and a world leader in e-research and educational 
publishing for libraries, schools and businesses (www.Cengage.com). All of these agreements are 
significant because it assures researchers that their work will receive maximum exposure nationally and 
internationally. 

The members of the NSAH Editorial Board include: 

• Dr. Pamela Burch-Sims (Tennessee State University) 
• Dr. Andrew Bond (Retired Dean, Tennessee State University) 
• Dr. Anne Jenkins (Winston Salem State University ) 
• Dr. Angela Davis (Alabama State University) 
• Dr. Rosemary Theriot, Editor (Tennessee State University) 
• Dr. Mosunmola George-Taylor, Associate Editor (Chattanooga State Community College) 
• Dr. Jacqueline Beck (Retired Dean, Florida A&M University) 
• Dr. Robin Washington (Governors State University). 

For the past four years, the Journal has been produced at Tennessee State University in the College of 
Health Sciences (Howard University was the prior publisher).  The National Society of Allied Health 
Journal is published once a year in March and the deadline to submit manuscripts is October 15th. 
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CALL FOR PAPERS 2011 
 
 
 
Edition: Spring/Summer 2012 
Deadline for Submitting Manuscripts: October 15, 2011  
Submission address: rtheriot@tnstate.edu 
 
The Journal of the National Society of Allied Health is a fully refereed scholarly publication of 
the National Society of Allied Health. The aim and scope of the Journal is to provide 
educators, students, practitioners, federal and state government officials, and the public with 
the latest research and trends affecting the health care status of African Americans and all 
disadvantaged populations. 
 
The Journal is devoted to scholarly writing that addresses: 
 

1. Current theory and practice research; 
2. Future trends in theory and practice; 
3. Current research studies pertaining to African Americans and disadvantaged 

populations; 
4. Identification of sources that critically examine local and national health problems; and 
5. Description of programs and services that promote national health initiatives. 

 
All manuscripts are reviewed using a peer-review process. Manuscripts are judged based on 
the significance of the problem, authenticity of the contribution, and whether research claims 
advance the professions under allied health sciences.  The specifics regarding manuscript 
submission can be found in the  “Information for Authors”. 
 
 

Manuscripts may be e-mailed to the Editor at:   rtheriot@tnstate.edu. 
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