FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
TSU Board of Trustees holds first meeting
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]NASHVILLE, Tenn. (April 13, 2017) – Tennessee State University’s Board of Trustees held its first meeting since being confirmed by State lawmakers. The meeting, organizational in nature, was held Thursday afternoon on the main campus in Hankal Hall, and was open to the public. 
 
TSU President Glenda Glover provided opening remarks and welcomed the new trustees, along with Governor Bill Haslam and members of the Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEC). 
 
“This is an exciting time for the TSU family as we begin this new phase in the life of the University,” said President Glover. “On behalf of all of our stakeholders, we thank this esteemed group of individuals for their commitment and dedication to serve as trustees of our institution.” 
 
Action items included selecting the board leadership and the student trustee. Dr. Joseph W. Walker III, pastor of Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Nashville and presiding Bishop of the Full Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship, International, was selected as chair and corporate executive Dr. Deborah A. Cole as vice chair. Cole is president and CEO of Citizens Savings Bank and Trust Company in Nashville.  Nashville native Sydnie Davis was appointed as the student trustee to round out the mandated 10-member board. 
  
TSU’s board is part of the governor’s Focus on College and University Success (FOCUS) Act, which requires the state’s six public four-year universities to be governed by local boards. 
 
“This is an historic day for Tennessee State University and is something that we as a state have talked about and thought about for a long time,” said Governor Bill Haslam.  “The TSU Board of Trustees is a group of highly accomplished individuals who are completely focused on the perspectives of the students, faculty and alumni and are committed to moving the university forward,” Haslam added.

Members also adopted bylaws and formed the following committees: executive, audit, academic affairs and student affairs, and finance and budget. 
 
The board meeting’s agenda and materials are posted as they are available at http://www.tnstate.edu/board/meetings.aspx. To see bios of the board members, visit http://www.tnstate.edu/board/trustees.aspx. 
 
For more information, please contact the Office of Media Relations, 615-963-5331. 
